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Publisher's Statement

How vividly | remember a day in 1991 when Byron and Gay
Nichols visited J.C. and me in Winona. Sitting at our kitchen table,
we talked of the mission/printing work in which we were engaged,
and Gay asked, “How do you see us fitting into this work?” J.C.’s
response was to tell them of the magazine he wanted to begin, of-
fering a range of Bible topics in each issue, suitable for use among
Christians in the States but especially needed in foreign countries.
The idea appealed to the Nichols, and Byron agreed to be the Man-
aging Editor. Thus began a relationship that has resulted in the print-
ing of 66 volumes of the quarterly magazine, The Voice of Truth
International.

Byron and Gay have worked as a team, receiving, editing, and
type-setting articles for each issue, as well as raising funds for the
printing, servicing the subscription list for individuals and congrega-
tions, and doing much of the leg-work in mailing out the magazines.
Workers in the office in Winona also participate in the production,
doing the lay-out work, raising funds and seeking subscriptions, and
mailing out the overseas boxes. Currently, 40,000 copies are printed
in English, Stateside, of which 20,000 are sent to 80 countries, free
of charge. There is a Spanish edition, and editions are also printed
in India in English, Tamil, and Telugu.

Byron’s editorials have been outstanding. They deserve on-
going circulation, so we asked him to put together a selection to
be printed in book form. The result is Messages of Truth. We are
very pleased to make these lessons available, and we pray that much
eternal good will be accomplished as an ever-expanding number of
people have access to them.

Following J.C.’s death in 2008, Byron was invited to become
the Editor of The Voice of Truth International. We are deeply ap-
preciative of the good work he and Gay have done through the past
nineteen years, and we pray God’s continued blessings on them.

Betty (J.C.) Choate
Winona, MS
October 15, 2010
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The Voice of Truth International

There are three major emphases embodied in the name, The
Voice of Truth International, and each of these is worthy of our at-
tention and careful contemplation.

The VOICE of Truth Intemational

Truth is a tremendous commaodity, but only if it is dispensed
and dispersed. Truth loses its benefit if it is just stored up as if it
were money in a bank vault. Its value is in its application. Truth
must be made known.

The Gospel is the truth of God. From the beginning of the Gos-
pel, there were brave men who quickly came to understand the value of
it, so much so that they felt compelled to share that Good News with all
who would lend an ear. They knew that they had to be the voice of the
truth, the propellant that would get the message of salvation out. They
were able to see that their role was to go and tell the truth.

Paul testified that he and others were bold to be the voice
the Gospel of God even in the midst of great conflict (1 Thessa-
lonians 2:2). He said that he had been able to serve as a voice of
the truth even as he encountered significant obstacles. He wrote in
Philippians 1:12, “But | want you to know, brethren, that the things
which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance
of the gospel.”” Paul told the elders from Ephesus, ““...1 testify to you
this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not
shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:24).
The truth was given a voice by Paul and others like him.

It is imperative that the Lord’s church today accept the re-
sponsibility of being God’s voice of the truth. The Voice of Truth
International is the product of a dedicated effort to publish and pro-
claim the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Voice of TRUTH International
There has been an increase in the number of people who
have somehow concluded that truth is flexible, very subjective, and
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is definitely situational. What makes this particularly remarkable is
the fact that there are even religious leaders who concur with such
thinking and apply it even to truth as it relates to the Bible.

Just a few of the numerous references in God’s Word to the
reality of truth and that it can be and is known include John 8:32,
John 17:17, and Proverbs 23:23. Additionally, truth and Jesus Christ
cannot be separated. John 1:14 states that Jesus (the Word) became
flesh and was ““full of grace and truth.”” John then says in verse 17
that *“...grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”” Of what pos-
sible value is any of this if truth is not real and absolute? What does
that do to the person of Jesus Christ? He claimed in John 14:6 to be
“the truth.”” If this is not so, then Jesus becomes a liar, an imposter,
and a fraud.

The apostle Paul had a deep conviction regarding truth, made
quite evident in Galatians 2:5,14 as he refers to ““the truth of the gos-
pel,”” as well as in Galatians 3:1, where he says, ““O foolish Galatians!
Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth...?”

The Voice of Truth International is firmly committed to
being a voice of truth. We believe wholeheartedly in the plenary
verbal inspiration of the Scriptures, meaning that the original manu-
scripts of the entire Bible were totally inspired, written exactly as
God wanted them; they were from the mind of God, not that of man;
and they were without error, containing the truth which is certain,
unchangeable, and eternal.

The Voice of Truth INTERNATIONAL

This magazine is making a real effort to duplicate the scope
of the Gospel itself. Possibly the best-known verse in all the Bible
is John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only be-
gotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.”” We cannot fail to notice the scope of God’s love...
“the world.” Christ died for all people of every nation who have
ever lived or will ever live. This explains why Jesus said to take the
Gospel to every creature in every nation (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark
16:15-16; Luke 24:46-47). The Gospel of truth is the only remedy

i



for the spiritual ills of the world. We just have to get His message
out. Why? Because Jesus will one day be ““...revealed from heaven
with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

With the aid of many brethren, The Voice of Truth Inter-
national is indeed international in its scope, taking the Gospel of
truth into approximately 80 countries of the world.

Where lIs The Fire?

Fire is mentioned numerous times in the Bible, but | want to
direct our attention to its mention in Jeremiah 20:7-13. In the first
chapter of Jeremiah, we find the Lord calling this young man to be
His special spokesman. Jeremiah was extremely reluctant, but God
persuaded him, assuring him that He would give him the words to
say and the strength to say them and to deal with any obstacles that
he might encounter. The Lord promised that He would not leave
Jeremiah alone in his struggles, but that He would be with him.

By the time we get to chapter 20, we see that Jeremiah had
accepted his responsibility, but he had encountered a great deal of
opposition, including mockery and ridicule. Undoubtedly God had
told him at the beginning about the barriers that would confront him.
However, it seems safe to assume from his statements in chapter 20
that Jeremiah had not realized the magnitude of the task that God
had given to him. He wanted very much to be the prophet that Jeho-
vah wanted him to be, but his assignment just continued to be a big-
ger and bigger burden. Finally, beginning in verse 7, he complains
bitterly to the Lord, declaring in essence that he absolutely could not
go on any further. He was admitting defeat.

Then he stated how he was going to deal with the ordeal
(verse 9). Jeremiah stated, ““I will not make mention of Him, nor
speak anymore in His name.” His solution for dealing with his op-
position was to just keep his mouth shut. His enemies and detractors
would no longer have any reason to be his foes, because he was no
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longer going to be a spokesman for Jehovah!

Jeremiah had hardly finished expressing his utter despair in
the first part of verse 9 when he followed those words with one of
the most remarkable proclamations of conviction and commitment
found in the entire Bible! In the second part of the verse, this man
of God passionately declared, “But His word was in my heart like a
burning fire shut up in my bones; | was weary of holding it back,
and I could not.” Somehow Jeremiah had an awakening — his eyes
were opened once again to the importance of his message, the only
message that would save his people. His renewed realization of this
reality revitalized his determination not to forsake his mission. He
tells in verses 11 and 12 of his confidence that the Lord will truly
work in whatever ways necessary to enable His servant to carry out
his assigned task. Jeremiah’s rejuvenated spirit and sense of obli-
gation are a predecessor to the proclamation of Paul when he said,
“For if | preach the gospel, | have nothing to boast of, for necessity
is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!” (1
Corinthians 9:16).

Both of these men of God had a fervor that compelled them
to do that which was dictated by God. They felt that they had to tell
the message that they had received from God. They obviously had a
choice — they didn’t really have to tell it, but their sense of urgency
compelled them to get the word out.

In spite of his discouragement and difficulties, Jeremiah felt
as if he would “burn up” if he didn’t let the word escape from the
innermost part of his being! Would you say that we in the church
today have that same feeling within us? While not intending to send
us all on a drastic “guilt trip,” surely we would have to agree that
Jeremiah’s depth of commitment was superior to that of God’s peo-
ple today. There is a desperate need for all of God’s children today
to experience that same fire within our bones!

What Can Cause this Fire?
Let me conclude with a few suggestions as to what can bring
about this burning sensation in our spiritual bones:

13



=

Realization of what God and Christ have done for us and for
the whole world.

Heartfelt gratitude for what has been done for us.
Realization of the lostness of the world.

Caring that the world is lost.

Having God’s Word in our heart and soul.

Jeremiah came to have a magnificent obsession, one which
must be duplicated in the church today if we are to truly be people
““after God’s own heart.”

What Should We Preach?

As people belonging to God, having been bought with the
blood of His Son, we will undoubtedly want to please and honor
Him with our preaching and teaching. The question is — just what
does He want preached?

In trying to answer this question, | don’t want to be guilty of
being overly simplistic, but I do believe that there is a very simple
answer to this vitally important question. The apostle Paul furnishes
the answer:

“I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His king-
dom; Preach the word! Be ready in season, out of season. Convince,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth,
and be turned aside to fables™ (2 Timothy 4:1-4).

Here we have our answer — “Preach the Word!” Almost
immediately another question arises — Why preach the Word?
There are three good reasons which come to mind at once. (1) Be-
cause God said to. That ought to be sufficient by itself, but another
very good reason is (2) because the Word is inspired by God, it re-
veals to some extent the mind of the Lord (2 Timothy 3:16). The
other reason that we will mention here is (3) because the Word is
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for our benefit (2 Timothy 3:17). The inspired Scriptures have been
given to us so that, as men of God, we can be complete, mature,
fully developed, ““thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

People of God must be people of God’s Word. Preachers
who faithfully preach the Word help their hearers become able to
rightly divide the Word, to handle it properly (2 Timothy 2:15). The
Word has the power to mould and shape our lives in such a way
that we can be an honor to Him. The Word is able to save our souls
(James 1:21). This happens when we become submissive and obe-
dient to the Word as it instructs us.

The Word is what we need to hear, and once we learn to let
it govern our lives, we will actually desire to hear the Word, rather
than the flowery speeches of men who are willing to compromise
themselves and the truth in order to attract and please people.

Why would one who loves God prefer to listen to messages
that do not come from the Word, especially when Jesus makes the
emphatic point that His words will be the basis for judgment in the
last day (John 12:48)? Paul certainly understood the significance
of what Jesus said. In Galatians, chapter one, he strongly warned
against the preaching of any gospel which was different from what
he had been preaching. Itisn’t hard at all to determine what he had
been preaching. We can read it for ourselves in the book of Acts,
and in the New Testament letters which he wrote. He faithfully and
consistently preached the Word and only the Word! This made it
possible for Paul to honestly say to the elders of the church in Ephe-
sus, “Therefore | testify to you this day that I am innocent of the
blood of all men. For | have not shunned to declare to you all the
counsel of God” (Acts 20:26,27).

Some object, saying that those who emphasize the Word
tend to be hard, intolerant, inconsiderate, and unloving. There is
absolutely no excuse for abusing the Word (or the hearers) by using
it as a club or a weapon with which to hurt people. Nothing could
be further from the purpose of God. But, friends, it is very possible
to preach the Word in such a way as to be properly described as
kind, compassionate, tender, and loving. | know that this is true.
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Go with me back to Acts 20 and notice verses 36-38. These men to
whom Paul had declared ““all the counsel of God” were now weep-
ing greatly, falling on his neck and kissing him, and showing their
great sorrow after learning that they would apparently never see him
again in this life. Through his preaching and his life Paul had shown
them that he cared very deeply for them, and that feeling was then
returned to him. So it is very possible to boldly “preach the Word™
and not be unloving, unkind, uncaring. Rather, | believe that truly
preaching the Word is indeed being caring, kind, and loving.

Preachers, love the Lord and those to whom you preach
enough to ““preach the Word,” doing so with courage, conviction,
and boldness, but always with love (Ephesians 4:15). Elders, insist
that nothing but the Word be preached, and see to it that your con-
gregations once again periodically hear sermons on basic, funda-
mental Bible doctrines. Christians, study the Word, and commend
those preachers and elders who are faithful in preaching and stand-
ing for the same.

Indoctrination — That's Our Job

The word “indoctrination” is one which is frequently misun-
derstood and misused. This word has a bad connotation in the minds
of some; they use it in connection with such ideas as brainwashing
and coercive action to cause people to accept ideas that they really
don’t want to accept. Even in the church there is confusion and mis-
understanding regarding this word. In strongly denouncing indoctri-
nation as being wrong, one brother wrote, “Indoctrination eliminates
truth, honesty, openness, a search for right, thought, and understand-
ing. The word Indoctrination is not in the Bible! To indoctrinate is
to program, to control, to dominate.” If the things that this writer has
attributed to indoctrination are accurate, then he is absolutely correct
— indoctrination is evil and has no place whatsoever in Christianity.
However, please don’t draw your final conclusion just yet.

I would agree that the word “indoctrination” does not appear
in the Bible. Hopefully our readers have recognized that a major
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thrust of The Voice Of Truth International is to point people back
to what the Bible, the inspired Word of God, says. However, just
because a word does not appear in the Bible does not have to mean
that God rejects that word. For example, | don’t know of anyone
who believes it is wrong to use the word “missionary.” Neverthe-
less, this is a word that has not come to us from the Bible, but men
have originated this word to refer to activities and persons that are
very biblical in nature. Likewise, the terms “gospel meeting” and
“lectureship” are not to be found in the Scriptures but are commonly
used in the church and are very biblical in nature. These examples
should be sufficient to make our point.

Undoubtedly the writer referred to above is very honest in
his thinking, and I’m sure that he is trying to correct something that
he believes is wrong. However, it is possible that his definition of
“indoctrination” is inaccurate. Since the word is not in the Bible, we
must find its definition in a dictionary instead. A review of a variety
of English dictionaries indicates that the following definition from
Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary Unabridged is typi-
cal: “1.to instruct in doctrines, theories, beliefs, or principles. 2. to
instruct; to teach.” Some dictionaries do make passing reference to
brainwashing, etc.

Granted, by this very definition we can see that indoctrina-
tion can be made to be an effort to accomplish something that is bad
or unholy. However, | hope that we can see that the broader and
much more general meaning of the word simply involves teaching
and instructing for the purpose of advancing beliefs or doctrine, ei-
ther for good or for bad.

With this in mind, it would appear that instead of indoctri-
nation being wrong, it is right. Not only is it right, it is essential.
Now that does not mean that those who engage in indoctrinating
people cannot be guilty of abusive control, restricting the search for
what is true and right. That most certainly can and does sometimes
happen. We can even be guilty of harmfully indoctrinating when we
teach and preach the very Gospel itself. Paul cautions in Ephesians
4:15 that we are to speak the truth ““in love.” Truth can be conveyed
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in a loving and compassionate manner, but it can also be conveyed
in a manner which is hateful, arrogant, or argumentative.

Moses, at God’s direction, told the Israelites, “And these
words which | command you today shall be in your heart. You shall
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down,
and when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 6:6,7). This is indoctrina-
tion. Moses was saying that parents have an obligation to teach (in-
doctrinate) their children. He most assuredly did not mean that they
are to “brainwash” their children, but he did mean that parents are to
train, teach, and persuade their children, and to guide their thinking
so0 as to help them to become faithful followers of God.

The Lord expects the church to be busy indoctrinating. El-
ders are to be men who are teachers (indoctrinators), (1 Timothy
3:2). Paul told Timothy to commit the things that he had heard (been
taught) “to faithful men who will be able to teach (indoctrinate) oth-
ers also” (2 Timothy 2:2). In Hebrews 5:12 we read of some who
should have matured to the point of having become teachers (in-
doctrinators), but rather were still in need of being taught (indoctri-
nated) themselves.

The Bible makes it very clear that the primary mission of the
church is to preach, teach, instruct, and persuade. In other words,
the mission of the church is to indoctrinate folks as to the Gospel
of Christ. Jesus has told us to “preach the gospel to the whole cre-
ation” (Mark 16:15). Thus, it would be quite accurate to say that
Jesus has commanded us to indoctrinate the whole world regarding
the Gospel.

Truth Has No Voice Of Its Own

There is great value in truth. Surely truth is one of the great-
est commodities in the world. Truth is so very important that Jesus
identified Himself as the personification of it. The Lord said in John
14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one cometh unto the
Father, but by me.”
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Solomon’s wisdom led him to recognize the value of truth.
He admonished, “Buy the truth, and sell it not...”” (Proverbs 23:23).
In spite of its remarkable value, truth becomes of no effect if it is
not made known. Truth cannot speak for itself, it cannot speak in
its own behalf, it cannot tell what it wants said, it cannot make itself
known — it is dependent upon us to do these things for it.

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free”” (John 8:32). Notice that Jesus here said that freedom results
from truth. Freedom is exceedingly important to every person in the
whole world; thus truth is of the greatest importance.

The church has been charged with the responsibility of re-
vealing the truth to others. Jesus commissioned us to preach the
Gospel (the Truth) to the whole creation, making disciples and bap-
tizing people in all nations (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15,16). Je-
sus implored the Father in behalf of His disciples, ““Sanctify them in
the truth; thy word is truth” (John 17:17). If people are to be sancti-
fied by the truth, God’s Word, they must become aware of the truth.
The truth must be given a voice, and Christians are that voice.

In Ephesians 1:13 Paul calls that word of truth *““the gospel
of your salvation.” Without having heard the word of truth, those
Ephesian Christians would not have had an opportunity for salvation.
Christians are Christians because they have learned and obeyed the
truth. Those who are not Christians are not Christians because they
either have not had the truth made known to them, or they have re-
jected the truth.

David declared that he had not selfishly hidden God’s truth,
but he had made that truth known (Psalm 40:7-10). Can we, as
God’s children today, do anything less than that? Dare we allow
God’s truth to lie silently hidden in our church buildings, or even in
our hearts, while the world plunges headlong into eternity without a
saving knowledge of that truth? We must become truth’s voice.

There is a growing number of people who believe that there
is no such thing as truth that is absolute and unchanging. It is be-
wildering to think that such could possibly be the case, but there
are even folks within the church who have yielded to this erroneous
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thinking. It is astounding to think that anyone who says he believes
in God and believes the Bible could also believe that truth changes,
that we really cannot know anything. The reason that this is so as-
tounding is the fact that the Bible uses the word “know” and its re-
lated word forms literally hundreds of times. If truth is not absolute,
if we cannot really know anything, surely we must totally reject the
Bible, because it continually affirms that we can know many things,
and that truth is absolute and unchanging.

Christians must stand for truth. We must be the voice of
truth. We must be willing to live up to our commitment to stand with
Jesus. Remember, He said that we are either for Him or against
Him (Matthew 12:30). Someone has said, “He who stands for noth-
ing will fall for anything.” Surely that statement has some validity.
It is our responsibility to stand with and for Jesus and truth.

While it is true that every Christian is required to stand for
and speak up for truth, this is especially so in the case of those who
serve as elders in the church. God’s people are facing greater strug-
gles today than ever before in the entire lifetime of nearly all in the
church. Please understand very clearly — the situation is not hope-
less. However, the welfare of the church depends largely upon those
who are the elders, bishops, pastors, overseers. God’s inspired Word
has charged each of these men with the responsibility of “holding
fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by
sound doctrine, both to exhort and to convict those who contradict™
(Titus 1:9). Elders, please lead us by your example in standing for
truth and against error. Please lead us in being the voice of truth.
Please also lead us in doing these things “in love” (Ephesians 4:15).

As great as truth is, it cannot speak for itself. Truth can save,
but only if it is proclaimed by people. As God’s children, we possess
tremendous power — we possess the truth of God. However, we
can diminish the power of the truth by not sharing it and declaring
it. What a tragedy it will be if we do not become the voice of truth
so that souls for whom Christ died can be saved!



Section Two

Truth About
God
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“God Said If. . .
That Settles It”

I’m sorry that | don’t know who deserves the credit for hav-
ing first stated this, but someone made the declaration, “God said
it, | believe it, and that settles it.” To those who accept the deity
of God and believe Him to be the creator of the universe, etc., these
words comprise a wonderful statement of faith and commitment.
I’m thankful that this affirmation of trust in God has been passed on
so that many can benefit from it.

It may well be that this emphatic assertion was originally
intended strictly as a personal statement of belief, and nothing else.
Believing this to very likely be the case, surely these words serve
to encourage all believers in God to likewise remain firm in their
individual conviction that God is all the Bible declares Him to be,
and that God only has to say a thing for it to be so. We can say,
right along with that one who first uttered these words, that our faith
doesn’t depend on the faith of others; ours is a very personal and sin-
gular conviction. Since our God has shown Himself to be faithful in
all things, we can confidently place our eternal destiny in His hands.
May every child of God both declare and demonstrate consistently
this degree of trust in God and subjection to Him.

While still being fully persuaded of the significance of the
statement, | would like to take you with me on a detour from the
original wording. As it stands, the statement is indeed powerful,
but 1 would like for us to consider the power and truthfulness of an
abbreviated form of it. | believe that there is a great need for us to
accept the validity of the statement even without the middle part, “I
believe it.” Without intending to be the least bit flippant or frivo-
lous, let it be said that in one very real sense of the word, it doesn’t
matter whether | believe it or not — if God said it, that settles it!
With this truth in mind, and with the middle part of the statement
having been omitted, let’s consider this revised version of the state-
ment.
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“God said it, and that settles it.” Sometimes folks want to
talk about “core beliefs.” I would nominate this shortened statement
as qualifying as a core belief if ever there was such a thing. Whether
we believe what God has said has absolutely no bearing on His au-
thority, His sovereignty, or power. Our belief of what He has said
is pertinent and important only in terms of our individual salvation
from sin. God is not in any way dependent upon our endorsement
in order for His statements to be valid. He needs no character wit-
nesses. He needs no eye-witnesses. He needs no votes. The Lord
is undoubtedly pleased to have whatever support is made available
to Him, but neither the presence nor lack of it is relevant with regard
to His greatness and authority. He will remain in charge whether we
salute Him or not.

There are some necessary prerequisites for being able to ac-
knowledge and subscribe to the truth that if God said it, that settles it;

*  Humility. We cannot abide by this truth without first
humbling ourselves as Jesus instructed in the Beatitudes,
“Blessed are the poor in spirit...” (Matthew 5:3).

* Submissive attitude. Our humility must be so deep that it
leads us to a willingness to say with Samuel of old, “Speak,
Lord, for Your servant hears” (1 Samuel 3:9,10).

* Recognition of God’s sovereignty and power. David ac-
knowledged before the congregation of Israel the utter su-
premacy and power of God. To the Lord he said, “‘Blessed
are You, Lord God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever.
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the
victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and in earth
is Yours; Yours in the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted
as head over all. Both riches and honor come from You,
and You reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; in
Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all”” (1
Chronicles 29: 10-12).

* Gratitude. Asincere gratitude will make many things much
easier, including being submissive. A lack of deep gratitude
makes such activity impossible.
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* Desire to reciprocate His love. Love extended by God to us
can never really be repaid, but we most surely can and must
demonstrate our loving gratitude by our desire and determi-
nation to accept whatever He says as being true, and right,
and for our eternal welfare.

The only way that we can truly honor God, and thus
to ultimately be saved, is by sincerely adopting and adhering
to the proposition, “God said it, and that settles it!”

Is Everything That Happens
Meant To Happen?

More and more people, including Christians, are expressing
their belief that “everything that happens, happens for a reason,” or
“everything that happens is meant to happen.”

Without any desire to be unfair or to misrepresent what oth-
ers believe when they say that they believe that “everything that
happens is meant to happen,” please consider the suggestion that
there needs to be some careful consideration given to the implica-
tions of these beliefs and where those beliefs logically lead. No
doubt most who accept this idea do not subscribe to all of these im-
plications, but where can the line be drawn, and on what grounds?

Fatalism

There is a doctrine called “fatalism,” and it is defined as “the
doctrine that all things are determined by fate, or take place by in-
evitable necessity; a disposition to accept everything as inevitable
and predetermined by fate.” This is basically what is involved in the
idea that everything happens because it was meant to happen.

Those of us who believe that God is all-powerful and is in
control of the universe should have some difficulty in accepting the
idea that everything happens because it is meant to happen. Who
or what causes everything to happen? Does God do this? If so, this
puts God in a position of being responsible for all sins, all tragedies,
all troubles, everything that happens. Can this possibly be true?
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Sin happens. Surely God does not cause sin to happen. The sins
of mankind brought about the death of God’s only beloved Son —
please don’t say that God caused that death to take place because He
caused the sins to be committed. Terrible calamities occur, such as
hurricanes, floods, fires, etc. that destroy many lives, and often some
or all of the lives lost are people who have not yet heard the message
of eternal salvation that has originated with God. Does God cause
people to die in their sins? How can we believe the Bible when it
tells us that God is love and that He loves everyone and wants all to
be freed from their sins, and then at the same time believe that God
is the cause responsible for the destruction of some of the very folks
for whom Jesus died?

If everything happens for a purpose, surely we are all then
but powerless pawns on God’s great gameboard of life. Surely there
is a better answer than this. God didn’t create robots — He created
intelligent humans in His likeness.

The Providence of God

Oh, yes, we believe in God’s providence, but His providing
for us is far different from His causing us to do what we do. In the
beginning God put His created humans, Adam and Eve, in the Gar-
den of Eden, with the ability to discern right from wrong, but also
with the freedom or ability to choose right or wrong. As a result,
Eve’s sin was her sin, not action forced upon her by God. Cain did
not kill Abel because that was “meant to be” — he killed him be-
cause of his own disobedience.

Please take the time to review the following verses of Scrip-
ture which are related to this topic: Romans 8:28; 2 Corinthians
5:10-11; Colossians 3:23; Isaiah 59:1-2; and Hebrews 5:8-9. These
verses are very important. They deserve your thoughtful attention
before you read further in this article.

For Your Consideration
God is powerful, but Satan is also powerful, having been al-
lowed to be so by God. Satan is definitely responsible for much of
what happens in this world.
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Temptations happen in the lives of everyone, but God does
not tempt anyone (James 1:13-15). Furthermore, God provides a
way of escape from every temptation that does come along (1 Cor-
inthians 10:13).

If everything happens for a purpose, what is the purpose for
such things as these:

€ Aterrible earthquake that destroys so much property

and takes a great many lives?

€ Asmall child being raped by someone who has no con-

cern for anyone or any thing?

€ An elderly man or woman who is beaten or killed by a

teenager on drugs or alcohol?

€ Ahusband and father who loses his job, and thus his

ability to provide for his family?

€ Sinin general?

This list could go on and on.

Question: If this belief is accurate, why make an effort to ac-
complish anything or do what is right? Things will happen a certain
way regardless. Also, why pray? It won’t change things, according
to this idea. However, James 5:16 says that “The effective fervent
prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

Good things may very well result from bad events, but that is
more attributable to God’s providence than to God’s causing the bad
events to take place. May we not carelessly put God in a position of
blame for things that He ALLOWS to happen, but does not CAUSE
to happen.

The Wisdom and Knowledge of God

While we highly respect the entire Bible, most of us have very
special feelings regarding certain passages of Scripture. We can’t
help but have our favorite verses, chapters, etc. My mother’s favorite
passage was Romans 11:33-36. These verses also constitute my fa-
vorite group of verses. Here Paul praises God in this manner:
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“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways
past finding out! ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord? (Isaiah
40:13) Or who has become His counselor?’ (Job 36:22) ‘Or who
has first given to Him, and it shall be repaid to him?’ (Job 41:11)
For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be
glory for ever. Amen.”

Dear readers, we are about to try to come to a better under-
standing and appreciation of one of the most majestic and marvelous
groups of verses of all of God’s inspired Word!

We may stand in awe of the wealth of Bill Gates, the world’s
richest man, but the many billions of dollars of the head of the Mi-
crosoft Corporation still leave this man as a pauper in comparison
with the riches of God. Our God owns all of the material wealth of
the universe, including that of Bill Gates. However, some of the
very greatest riches belonging to God are in the realm of wisdom
and knowledge. The inspired testimony of Paul was that “the fool-
ishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is strong-
er than men”” (1 Corinthians 1:25). Please understand that Paul was
not saying that God has ever acted foolishly or demonstrated any
weakness whatsoever. Rather, this was just a way to emphasize the
tremendous superiority of God’s wisdom over that of mere man.
The Holy Spirit led David to put it this way: “Great is our Lord and
mighty in power; His understanding is infinite” (Psalm 147:5).

Moffatt’s translation of verse 33 in our text may well help
us to see the magnitude of God’s knowledge: “What a fathomless
depth lies in the wisdom and knowledge of God! How inscrutable
His judgments! How mysterious His methods!”

Surely it is true that we may know the mind of God only to
the extent that He chooses to reveal it to man. Who could possibly
ever advise God on any subject? Job certainly could not, and both
Isaiah and Jeremiah join Paul in affirming that no man can (Isaiah
40:13,14; Jeremiah 23:18).

God gives to all, but He receives from none. What could
man possibly give to God, in view of the fact that God created the
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entire world and continues to be the owner of it all? We have ab-
solutely nothing to give to Him so that He then would be in a posi-
tion of needing to repay or reimburse us. But some may object by
referring us to Paul’s admonition in the first part of the next chapter
in Romans (12:1,2) to give our lives to God. Indeed, we are to give
our lives to God in sacrificial service to Him! However, even in pre-
senting our very lives to God, He in no way becomes indebted to us.
Our lives can never be so good as to cause Him to owe us anything.
We will forever be indebted to Him, never the other way around!

Goodspeed translated verse 36 like this: ““For from Him ev-
erything comes; through Him everything exists; and in Him every-
thing ends!”” In this verse Paul sums up his beautiful and heartfelt
doxology. Like Paul, we need to recognize and acknowledge the
greatness and majesty of our God and join together in affirming that
God and God alone is deserving of our everlasting homage and ado-
ration and praise.

May we duplicate Job’s attitude toward God. Even in the
midst of his questioning of God, Job declared, “Though He slay me,
I will hope in Him” (Job 13:15). Surely our confidence, our faith,
our trust, and our hope must and can rest in God!

Please consider this beautiful poem by a dear Christian lady
who expressed her love and admiration for the Lord in these words:

This Lovely Earth

When | behold this lovely earth
And think of its wonderful birth-

How God, by His great might and power
Brought forth each tree, each lovely flower —
| bow in humble adoration
Before the God of creation.

My heart overflows with joy and love.
Glory to our God above!

He made the sun that shines so bright,
The moon, the stars to rule the night —
Created all things, great and small-
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Our great God created them all.
Angels in heaven prostate fall,
Humbly obedient to His call.

O mortal men on this old earth,
Praise Jehovah! He gave thee birth!

Our God devised redemption’s plan
For every tribe, for every man.

Dear sinner, your poor soul to save
Christ conquered death, hell, and the grave.
O come, make hallelujahs ring!

Raise your voices! His praises sing!
Praise Him from whom all blessings flow!
Praise Him all creatures here below!

Anna Davis

Things Man Can Do
That God Cannot Do

In reflecting upon God and His great power, we think of the
words of Jehovah about Himself as He asked the rhetorical question
in Genesis 18:14, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”” Just a very
brief review of the Scriptures causes us to conclude with conviction,
“No, nothing is too hard for the Lord!”

The angel Gabriel stated to Mary, “For with God nothing
will be impossible” (Luke 1:37). Jesus Himself later declared in
Matthew 19:26, “With God all things are possible.”

With all of this in mind, it hardly seems mentionable that we
could actually affirm that there could possibly be anything that man
is capable of doing that God, man’s creator, is incapable of doing
— yetitis so.

Jesus taught that we ought to pray that we not be led into
temptation (Matthew 6:9). As human beings, we are very susceptible
to temptation. However, God is not even able to be tempted. Satan
is exceedingly powerful, but he cannot tempt God. In James 1:13,
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James says, “God cannot be tempted by evil...”” In His human experi-
ence, even Jesus was tempted. The writer of Hebrews says that Jesus
“was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.”” Not so with
the Father. Temptation is not even a possibility with Him.

Lying is common to a great many men, but the Bible records
Paul’s declaration that ““God cannot lie”” (Titus 1:2). Because He
created us as free moral agents, God has made it possible for us to
do what He in His complete purity cannot do. He has not, will not,
and cannot ever tell a lie!

Unfortunately, it is quite clear that man is capable of com-
mitting every sin in the book. Sin became so rampant that God was
very sad that He even brought man into existence (Genesis 6:5-7).
But God cannot sin. Sin results from giving in to the devil’s temp-
tations (James 1:12-15). We have already seen that God cannot be
tempted, so it is utterly impossible for God to sin.

Man is definitely adept at showing partiality. While many
engage in showing partiality to certain ones over others, most every-
one deplores such actions. We cry out for fairness and impartiality,
but it is hard to find. It is a different story with God, though. He ac-
cepts whoever fears Him and works righteousness (Acts 10:34,35).
In Romans 2:11 Paul strongly affirmed that ““there is no partiality
with God.”  Peter declared that God shows absolutely no favorit-
ism as He judges each person strictly on the basis of his or her own
work (1 Peter 1:17).

We are all painfully familiar with the fact that mankind is ca-
pable of dying. God planned it this way. Hebrews 9:27 tells us that
each one of us has an inescapable appointment with death (unless
Jesus returns beforehand). God, however, is not subject to death —
He had no beginning and will have no ending. He is eternal. He was
already in existence when “the beginning”” took place (Genesis 1:1).
In Psalm 90:2 David expressed the fact that God is “from everlast-
ing to everlasting.” Paul declared that God is eternal and immortal
(1 Timothy 1:17). This means that God is not subject to dying. He
cannot die. Oh yes, several years ago it was proclaimed that “God is
dead!” The fact is that God had not even had a sick spell, let alone
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experienced death. Not only can God not die, He can’t even get
older.

Let me mention here another of God’s self-imposed limita-
tions that | believe needs our attention. God cannot make something
that has already happened not to have happened. An understanding
of this fact will change some of our prayers. God has chosen to be
unable to erase history. For example, He cannot give an affirmative
answer to a congregational prayer that says,” Lord, we pray that we
have all assembled today for the right purpose.” Friends, God can-
not do anything about that prayer. The purpose for assembling is
past history, it cannot be undone. The purpose for future assemblies
can be changed, but not any in the past. Likewise, a prayer at the
close of a worship service praying that we have worshipped in spirit
and in truth cannot be granted by God. The worship has already oc-
curred, and it either was or was not acceptable at that time. It cannot
be erased or deleted. God can erase the guilt of our sins of the past,
but He cannot erase the actions themselves. They will continue to
stand as a part of history.

We need to recognize and acknowledge God’s limitations.
They exist because He has imposed them upon Himself through His
complete holiness and righteousness. In contrast, man is limited in
what he can do and be because of his lack of holiness and righteous-

| God Is in Control

Good people talk about conditions and circumstances in the
world and say, “God is in control,” implying that everything that is
occurring is according to God’s will and plan.

Surely all who believe in God believe that He is indeed in
control of the world. However, we cannot accept the idea that God’s
being in control means that He causes, wants, or is pleased with ev-
erything that happens. If so, everyone is merely a robot, having no
choice or power of self-will.

If His being in control means that God causes everything to
happen that happens, then God causes all sins to be committed, He
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caused Judas to betray Christ, Moses to strike the rock and thus be
unable to enter the promised land of Canaan, Adam and Eve to sin
and be expelled from Eden, Nadab and Abihu to offer strange fire,
etc., etc., etc.

Romans 8:28 tells us that God can and does make good
results come out of bad circumstances, but it doesn’t say that He
causes the bad circumstances. God was in control in the life of Jo-
seph so that the evil things done to him ultimately led to his being in
a position of tremendous power and influence (Genesis 37-47), but
God’s control did not cause the evil.

Surely we don’t believe that God actually desires that thou-
sands die and many more suffer greatly in other ways as a direct
result of war today, yet we can most assuredly believe that He some-
times uses His people to render special service in His name as a
result of wars. For example, the greatest mission activity on the part
of the church in modern times came about as a result of Christians
serving in the military in World War Il and seeing firsthand the tre-
mendous spiritual needs of people ravaged by war.

Is it possible that we would feel guilty for thinking that God
is not directly controlling everything that takes place in His uni-
verse? Would that make Him to be less than all powerful? Friends,
the owner of any large company will most certainly delegate much
authority and responsibility to others beneath him, but that owner
still maintains the power to alter any decision implemented by any
of his subordinates. God has chosen to work in somewhat the same
way. He has delegated control of nations to kings, presidents, par-
liaments, etc., but they are all His subordinates, although few of
them seem to realize that fact.

If God is directly in control of everything, why pray to Him
in behalf of that which is good and of those in high places in gov-
ernment, etc.? Would not such prayers be useless, since God would
already have things going the way He wanted them? Praying to God
and asking Him to change anything would be futile. Yet, He makes
it quite clear in the Scriptures that He wants His people to pray —
Luke 18:1 (we ought always to pray); Colossians 4:2 (continue
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in prayer); Philippians 4:6 (let requests be made known to God);
1 Thessalonians 5:17 (pray without ceasing); James 5:16 (the ear-
nest prayer of a righteous man avails much). Furthermore, God has
promised to answer our prayers — Matthew 6:5,6 (pray in secret,
but He will reward openly); Matthew 7:7-11 (if we will ask, God
will give us good things); John 15:7,16 (our requests to God through
Christ will be granted).

It would seem that if God were in complete control, His will
would constantly and consistently be done. However, in 2 Peter
3:9 we find Peter saying that God ““is longsuffering toward us, not
willing (desiring) that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.” It thus is made clear that God’s will (desire) is that all
should repent and be saved. Has that ever come about in the past?
No. Is it happening now? No. Is there reason to believe it will
occur in the future? None at all. Matthew 7:13 and 14; Matthew
18:8,9,34, and 35; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9, and many other passages
reveal that God’s will is going to be spurned by many, even the ma-
jority, throughout the existence of the earth.

Friends, we are not guilty of denying the power of God when
we accept the fact that He does not exercise constant control of ev-
erything in the world. God IS in control, but He is not causing men
to do evil and abuse others and violate His written will, the Bible.
He IS in control — He has the power to end the existence of this
world any time He may determine to do so. In the meantime, He is
allowing men to exercise their free moral agency and be wicked if
they so choose, but the time will most certainly come when He will
put an end to it all. Until then, let us not be guilty, either intention-
ally or unintentionally, of trying to make God responsible for all that
happens in the world.
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Section Three

Truth About
Christ
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“lmmanuel, God With Us”

The Bible tells us that Joseph, betrothed to Mary, was reluc-
tant to follow through with his plan to marry her, due to the fact that
it became known that she was pregnant out of wedlock, and certain-
ly not by him. An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream, telling him,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she
will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will
save His people from their sins”” (Matthew 1:20-21). Matthew then
explains for us that all of this that was taking place was a fulfillment
of Isaiah’s prophecy in Isaiah 7:14, “Behold, a virgin shall be with
child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,”
which is translated, “God with us™ (Matthew 1:23).

At this point, let me just ask each reader, Can we really com-
prehend what is being said here? “Immanuel — God with us.” |
submit to you that the more we think about this the more mind-
boggling it becomes!

It is indeed astounding for an ordinary citizen of any country to
actually experience seeing their President, Prime Minister, or whatever
title is worn by the one who is the one and only top official of their
country. | have a friend who had the honor of being the official greeter
of our President on a visit made to our city. Not only did he get to greet
the President, he visited for several minutes with this man who is the
most powerful person in the world, and all of this was at the request of
the President himself! Do you suppose my friend has forgotten about
that encounter? Do you suppose that he will ever forget it? | doubt it
very much! I’'m sure that it is safe to assume that he will always trea-
sure that experience and feel inexpressibly blessed by it.

Here is another question, one that hopefully will elicit an im-
mediate and simple response — How does this event in the life of my
friend rank in comparison to the visit by God in the form of His Son to
the entire world? Surely we would all have to agree that there is actu-
ally no comparison. As great as the leader of any nation is or ever has
been, none has ever even remotely approached the greatness of God!
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Immanuel — Jesus — was Deity, yet He took upon Himself
humanity. “And without controversy great is the mystery of godli-
ness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen
by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory” (1 Timothy 3:16). Paul wrote of this again in
Philippians 2:5-8, ““Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider equality with
God something to be grasped, but emptied Himself by taking the
form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”

John, in John chapter 1, wrote about all of this and he referred
to Jesus, not as Immanuel, as Matthew did, but as “the Word.” In
John 1:1-2 we read, ““In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God.” In verse 14 John leaves no doubt whatsoever as to whom he
is referring: ““And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth.” The Word, then, was Jesus Christ, “the
only begotten of the Father.”

Jesus of Nazareth thus was not merely a remarkable figure
in the history of mankind; He was indeed Immanuel, God with us;
He was the Word, God in human form. Immanuel revealed to us
what God is like (John 1:18; 14:8-9; Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:3).
Here is the ultimate demonstration of greatness through self-humil-
iation, the Creator of the entire world being willing to change His
form into that of a lowly servant, and willing to endure the ridicule
and rejection of nearly all of mankind, whom He had created.

The greatest thing that ever happened is NOT that man has
gone to the moon, but that GOD, the Eternal Word, Deity, has come
to earth in the person of JESUS CHRIST! IMMANUEL did indeed
come, as had been foretold centuries before; John did not lie, nor did
he exaggerate — the WORD did become flesh and did dwell among
mankind and did come to earth to *““save His people from their sins™
(Matthew 1:21)! Hallelujah! What a Savior!
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Do We Really Want Jesus
fo Be Our Lord?

I believe that the great majority of people realize that we are
in need of a savior, one who can somehow free us from our guilt,
and hopefully one who can also provide us with real hope for the
future. Even without a great deal of diligent study of the Bible,
many conclude that they are ready to let Jesus Christ be their Savior.

This is wonderful, isn’t it? Would to God that all people
everywhere would be willing to let Jesus be their Savior. A fact that
is frequently and easily overlooked, however, is that in order for
Jesus to be our Savior, we must first make Him our Lord.

It thus becomes essential that we understand the term “Lord”
as it is applied to Jesus in the New Testament. The Greek New
Testament uses more than one word which is translated into English
as “lord,” but kurios is by far the most commonly used Greek word
used with reference to Jesus. This word appears more than 600
times in the New Testament.

A look into the background and secular usage of the word
kurios will be helpful in determining its significance when it is used
with reference to Christ. This was the normal word of respect in
addressing other people, much like the English word “sir.” This same
word was used with reference to an “owner,” such as the owner of a
vineyard. It was also used for our English word “master,” identifying
the master or owner, as opposed to a servant or slave (Matthew 6:24;
Ephesians 6:5,9). This was the word used to designate the “head of a
household.” Furthermore, this was at times a legal term, identifying
one as a “guardian,” one who was responsible for providing help and
protection to those in need of such.

Surely the picture is beginning to take on a rather definite
form, allowing us to see that this word “lord” was a word of authority.
This becomes even more apparent as we see three additional uses
of the word. Over time this word became the accepted title of the
Roman Emperor; it was used more and more with the names of gods
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and goddesses; in the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old
Testament) kurios is used for the name of Jehovah, thus becoming
in essence the name of God. It is said that it is used this way at least
150 times in the New Testament.

It appears that “Lord” became the great title for Jesus. The
scholar W. E. Vine stated that, with only two exceptions, after
Christ’s resurrection there is no record of kurios ever being used
again by believers in addressing anyone but God and Jesus.

With all of this background information in mind, when we
refer to Jesus as Lord, or when we call Him Lord, we ought to mean
that we acknowledge that we are His servants or slaves and that He
is our Master, that He is the owner, the possessor of our life. We
ought to think of Him as the Help of the helpless and the Guardian
of those in need of protection. Calling Him Lord ought to mean that
we accept Him as having authority over all our life, our thoughts,
and our actions. In calling Him Lord we need to be thinking of Jesus
as the King and Emperor to whom we owe and give our homage, our
allegiance, and our loyalty.

The question with which you and | must deal is this — “Does
Jesus really mean all of this to us?” As was stated earlier, Jesus
cannot be our Savior unless we are willing to make Him our Lord.
Someone has stated, “If Christ is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at
all.” What a sobering thought!

Lord is not a word to be used flippantly or irreverently.
Notice the importance that Jesus attached to the word and its proper
usage when He asked, “And why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and
do not the things which | say”” (Luke 6:46)? Again, Jesus declared
in Matthew 7:21, ““Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My father
who is in heaven.” Jesus thus makes it clear that if He is to become
the Lord of our life we must treat Him as Lord, and not just address
Him as Lord.

Jesus is Lord, whether we accept and acknowledge Him as
such or not. We can either confess Him and make Him our Lord
now in this life, or we can delay until it is too late to do anything

38



but confess Him as Lord (Philippians 2:9-11). May we choose to
make Him our Lord now, rather than wait and be forced to only
acknowledge Him as Lord.

Help Me, Lord, To Really Realize

It is somewhat strange, but an idea, an event, a philosophic
point of view, or a personality can sometimes be the subject of con-
siderable attention, but the appropriate amount of attention still be
lacking. We may judge a matter to be of importance, but not of great
importance. As aresult, by our failure to give it the utmost consider-
ation that it truly deserves, we may actually slight something that we
feel is somewhat significant. Hopefully these thoughts will serve as
a suitable introduction to a discussion of a biblical topic that nearly
all would agree is important, yet it is still quite possible that it is not
in the spotlight as much as it needs to be. | am referring to the death
of Jesus, and to the eternal significance of all that He did for us.

The Bible speaks repeatedly in prophecy and in historical
statements regarding the fact of Jesus’ human experience, His ter-
rible physical and mental suffering, and His willingness to give His
very life — and all of that being done for us, for all human beings
who have ever or will ever live. Yet, the question continually calls
for an answer — “How can we possibly give all of this the attention
and emphasis that it deserves?”

In an attempt to help direct our attention to this subject of
inestimable significance, let us look once again to the awesome
inspired words of the prophet Isaiah, which are recorded in Isaiah
chapter 53. Begin reading with me at verse 1:

“Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of

the Lord been revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a
tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form
or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we
should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our
faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.”
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Now notice especially verses 4-6. | have chosen to call at-
tention to the emphatic use of the contrasting personal pronouns,
because these so eloquently stress what Jesus, the innocent, did for
each one of us, the guilty. Reading these verses slowly will help the
magnitude of these statements to prick our hearts with the immen-
sity of our guilt and the dreadful price that Jesus paid in our behalf.

“Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But
He was wounded for our transgressions. He was bruised for
our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him,
and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned, every one, to his (our) own way; and the
Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”

Regardless of the number of times that we may have read
these words, how can we possibly consider them again without be-
ing overwhelmed anew with the burden of our guilt and with the
unfathomable grace and mercy of Jesus in becoming the sacrifice for
our sins?

Our English translation of some words is sometimes inad-
equate to reveal the depth of meaning contained in the original bibli-
cal languages. Such is the case in verse 5 where we read that Jesus
“was wounded or our transgressions, He was bruised for our inig-
uities...” The scholarly W. E. Vine has stated that these two words,
wounded and bruised, were the strongest terms used to describe a
violent and agonizing death. We need to be duly impressed with the
intensity and fierceness of the suffering of Jesus for us. What a tes-
timony to the vicarious suffering of Jesus as He substituted Himself
for us on the cross!

All of this has to raise the soul-searching question — “How
can we possibly ever repay Jesus for what He has done for us?”
Friends, we must make Him our master and allow Him to truly be-
come our Savior through our obedience to His commands for our
life. He purchased the right to be our master by paying for our
sins in His body on the cross (1 Peter 2:24). It is imperative that
we realize, however, that there is absolutely nothing that we can
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ever do that will repay Him; nothing will settle our indebtedness to
Him. It is most assuredly true that our obedience is essential to our
salvation, but it cannot repay Him. Our obedience is an appropriate
expression of our profound gratitude to Him, but we cannot repay
Jesus — only His sacrifice, grace, and mercy can cover our indebt-
edness.

We need to read Isaiah 53 repeatedly and regularly. These
words will change our lives by helping us to really realize just what
Jesus did for us.

Nothing Else Maftenrs

Speaking words of wisdom and truth is not limited to those
who have acquired advanced degrees from the most prestigious uni-
versities of the world. Such words are not necessarily the product of
the minds of folks who have achieved notable success in extremely
difficult types of endeavors. Wise statements are not even limited
to mature adults — occasionally we are amazed by the wisdom that
comes forth from some who are very young, not yet even adoles-
cents.

Now, let’s narrow the field somewhat. Is it not true that even
wise observations and assessments in the realm of religion are ut-
tered at times by people who are not deep students of the Bible?
Many of us have likely heard or read words of great religious signif-
icance from the mouth or pen of folks who are not even Christians,
either by choice or through lack of biblical knowledge.

Please consider some words of great spiritual importance
from one of these seemingly unlikely sources. In so doing, a little
bit of background information is needed. One of the better-known
names in missionary work is that of E. Stanley Jones. Mr. Jones was
renowned for his efforts over many years to evangelize the Hindu
nation of India. While not being able to endorse the doctrine that
Jones preached, one can surely admire his commitment to do and
teach that which he thought to be right. On one particular occasion
Mr. Jones was teaching a group of Hindus about Jesus Christ. As
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Hindus, they had not had much, if any, exposure to the existence
or purpose of Jesus. After hearing Mr. Jones speak very favorably
about Jesus and how that Jesus is the only means of salvation for
mankind, one very perceptive Hindu man said to the preacher, “If
what you are telling us about this Jesus is not true, it doesn’t matter;
but if what you are telling us is true, nothing else matters!”

The unbeliever caught on in a hurry — he saw immediately
that Jesus was either a fraud or was fantastic. He could see that if
Christianity is valid, everything else must be deemed as insignifi-
cant by comparison. He quickly realized that if Jesus really is the
Savior, to not be with Him, or for Him, would be the same as being
against Him, to be in opposition to Him (Matthew 12:30). This per-
ceptive Hindu had no difficulty in understanding the message from
Jesus, “He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life
for My sake will find it (Matthew 10:39). He could see that unless
Jesus proved to be a counterfeit, His followers must put Him first;
they must make the success of His mission in this world their great-
est priority.

While it is not known whether Mr. Jones explicitly drew at-
tention to and expounded upon the words of Jesus in John 14:6, the
response from the man in the audience certainly would lend cre-
dence to the possibility that he heard the preacher place special em-
phasis on the assertion of Jesus, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”” To seriously
contemplate that claim could indeed lead one to fervently respond
with the affirmation that nothing else matters at all, if the claims
about and by Jesus are based on fact, and are thus accurate.

We are Christ’s church. It would appear that we wholeheart-
edly believe Jesus really is all that He claimed to be. As His indi-
vidual followers we wear Christ’s name, and as His collective fol-
lowers, the church, we similarly acknowledge His ownership and
leadership in the name the church wears. However, the question
confronts us, “Are we to the point spiritually that nothing else really
matters when it comes to establishing and maintaining our priorities
in life?”
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Peter forcefully declared to a throng of Jews, “Therefore let
all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Je-
sus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ™ (Acts 2:36). This
profound assertion underscores for us the fact that since Jesus is the
Lord, we then are but servants, being subject to His direction and
will. Surely this knowledge should greatly impact our attitudes and
actions as His people.

We must be willing to acknowledge the fact that truth is
truth, regardless of who says it. While it is not the prevailing prac-
tice of those who do not believe in God, or those whose lives are full
of wickedness, to speak words of truth and wisdom, it still occurs
from time to time. With this in mind, are we prepared to let a Hindu
man, one who certainly is not a follower of Jesus Christ, teach us
something that we should already know, be preaching, and be prac-
ticing?

The Lord’s church should be declaring in word and in deed
that “nothing else matters” in comparison with putting Jesus Christ
first in all things.

The Other Sacrifices Of Jesus

In spite of the tremendous significance of the sacrifice of His
very life on the cross, the death of Jesus Christ continues to be one
of the most overlooked events of importance in the history of the
world. This awesome incident surely does not receive the amount
of our attention that it deserves.

The writer of Hebrews said, “But we see Jesus, who was
made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, that
He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone” (Hebrews
2:9). How can anyone even imagine such a thing?! This astound-
ing statement becomes even more meaningful as we read Paul’s
elaboration of the matter in Romans 5:6-11. “For when we were
still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For
scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good
man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His
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own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not
only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom we have now received the reconciliation.”

Most assuredly, such a sacrificial deed demands our atten-
tion, our thoughtful consideration, and our lifelong expression of
appreciation.

Although volumes could rightly be written (and have been)
about the sacrificial death of Jesus, let me call attention to some
other aspects of the sacrificing that Jesus Christ did as He experi-
enced humanity for the benefit of the entire human race. Please
give some lingering thought to just a few of the other sacrifices that
Jesus made in addition to that incredible sacrifice on Calvary.

(1) He sacrificed living in Heaven for a life here on Earth. The
Lord spoke of Himself in John 3:13, “And no one has ascended
to heaven but He who came down from heaven, even the Son of
Man who is in heaven.” Jesus said these words to Nicodemus while
He was still here, but He spoke them knowing that very soon He
was going to die and be resurrected and then return to His Father in
Heaven. Undoubtedly the sacrifice of leaving Heaven is going to
be much more impressive when we see and experience Heaven for
ourselves, but surely even now we can marvel that Jesus was willing
to sacrifice that glorious place for this ball of dirt called Earth.

(2) Jesus sacrificed being on equality with God the Father (Phi-
lippians 2:6,7). The Bible clearly affirms that Jesus was not inferior
at all to even God Himself, yet He gave that up in an effort to save
us from our sins.

(3) Our Savior sacrificed by allowing Himself to be misrepre-
sented, misunderstood, and falsely accused — all because His com-
passionate concern was for others and not for Himself.

(4) Jesus sacrificed His will for that of the Father. Remember
that Jesus had been equal with God up in heaven, but as a human
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He says, “...I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father
who sent Me” (John 5:30). Another time Jesus declared, “My food
is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work™ (John
4:34). Of course, the best remembered words of Christ along this
line were His prayers in Gethsemane as he agonized over His ap-
proaching death. Twice He implored the Father, “O My Father, if it
is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as | will, but
as You will”” (Matthew 26:39,42).

(5) Jesus sacrificed by enduring rejection and humiliation. He
was ridiculed and mocked, and even many of His disciples forsook
Him. Instead of demanding that people acknowledge Him for who
He really was, the Son of God allowed Himself to be made fun of.

(6) The sacrifices of Jesus included being poor after having been
partaker of the riches of heaven. In 2 Corinthians 8:9 Paul declared,
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He
was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His
poverty might become rich.” Jesus testified as to His poverty when
He said, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head” (Matthew 8:20).

Much more could be said regarding the sacrifices of Jesus,
but suffice it to say that His entire life was a sacrifice, and all of it,
including His death, was for our eternal benefit. He sacrificed Him-
self to make possible the salvation of the entire world. Just how
thankful are we?

A\ b7

Jesus, Our. .”.

Most, if not all, who are inclined to read these words would
agree that Jesus Christ is the most dynamic, life-changing, powerful
personality to ever enter this world. These are only a few of the ad-
jectives that could be appropriately used to describe Jesus of Naza-
reth. No one has ever had the impact upon humanity that Jesus had
and has. Far more books have been written concerning Him than
any other of the great number of outstanding men and women who
have lived. It is just as the apostle John said, “And there are also
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many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by
one, | suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books
that would be written” (John 21:25).

Perhaps it would be helpful and enlightening for us to briefly
consider just a few of the relationships that we have with this one
who is called Jesus.

Jesus Is Our. . .

1. Creator. John 1:1-3 shows clearly that Jesus was in the be-
ginning with God and that He was a vital part of that creative force
that brought the whole world into existence from nothingness. This
corresponds with Genesis 1:26.

2. Friend. What a marvelous thought that we can claim Jesus
as our friend! He said that we can do this if we do what He com-
mands of us (John 15:13-15).

3. Lord. The Bible repeatedly identifies Jesus as our “Lord.” If
He is our Lord we are submissive to His direction and His authority.
Without this, He cannot and will not be our Lord.

4. Savior. Surely we cherish the idea that Jesus is our “Savior.”
He has saved us from the guilt of our sins and from the punishment
reserved for those who reject Him.

5. Redeemer. Jesus has bought us back, He has “redeemed” us
(Titus 2:14). He has become our redeemer in that He has purchased
our freedom from sin.

6. Lamb. The Mosaical sacrifices were specific. Among those
sacrifices was that of a lamb with no spots or blemishes. Only Jesus
could qualify as our sacrificial lamb (1 Peter 1:18-19).

7. Propitiation. John says that Jesus “is the propitiation for
our sins” (1 John 2:2). This means that Jesus is the means of getting
us back into the good favor of God.

8. Peace. In Ephesians 2:14 Paul says that Jesus ““is our peace.”
Without Him, there is no true peace. With Him, we can truly have
“peace, perfect peace.”

9. Example. Asaresult of His human experience, Jesus is defi-
nitely qualified to be our example — He has shown us how to live
victoriously (1 Peter 2:21).
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10. Shepherd. As Christians we are the sheep of a shepherd
who was willing to give His all for His flock (John 10:11-16). Let
us rejoice in knowing that ““the Lord is my shepherd.”

11. High Priest. Jesus is our High Priest, offering our sacri-
fices to God for us. The Father will give careful attention to what
our High Priest says and does, because Jesus understands our weak-
nesses, having been tempted just like we are (Hebrews 4:14-15).

12. Advocate, Intercessor, Mediator. Even though we are
Christians, we still continue to sin at times. Jesus pleads our case
before God, asking the Father to be merciful and to forgive our sins
when we are willing to repent (1 John 2:1; Romans 8:34; Hebrews
7:25; 1 Timothy 2:5).

13. Judge. Jesus is going to be the judge on that last great day
(2 Corinthians 5:10), and He will exercise judgment that is totally
fair, remembering His own human experience. His judgment will be
without prejudice and will reflect His perfect wisdom and holiness.

14. Hope. To be without hope is surely one of the greatest mis-
eries that mankind can ever encounter. Paul characterized Jesus as
“our hope” (1 Timothy 1:1). Those who die without having ever
become His faithful and obedient followers die without hope. But
those of us who wear His name and who obey His will and proclaim
His message have hope. Jesus is our hope.

The Scriptures include several more identifications of Jesus that
are not included in this list, but hopefully these will suffice in renew-
ing our appreciation for Him. There could hardly be a more appro-
priate way to close these thoughts about Jesus than to repeat those
immortal words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:15, “Thanks be to God
for His unspeakable gift!”

I'm Glad That Jesus Was Tempted

Have you ever felt glad that Jesus was tempted to sin while
He lived here on the earth? 1 am very glad that He experienced
temptation as a human being. Please do not misunderstand. | am
not at all saying that Jesus sinned. | remember that the Hebrews
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writer stated that Jesus did not sin (Hebrews 4:15), and that Peter
said that Jesus ““did not sin, neither was guile found in his mouth™
(1 Peter 2:22). 1 understand that temptation is not sin — it is what
causes a person to want to sin.

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all recorded the fact that Jesus,
after His baptism by John, was subjected to three temptations by
Satan. We perhaps have the idea at times that this series of trials
constituted all of the temptations that Jesus was ever subjected to.
However, Luke says that after these three temptations the devil “de-
parted from Him for a season (Luke 4:13). Satan left Him, but
only for awhile. That was not the end of all of the temptations of Je-
sus. Hebrews 4:15 tells us that our Lord was ““in all points tempted
like aswe are....” Hebrews 2:18 states, ““For in that He himself has
suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.”
These verses declare to us that Jesus Christ, though being the very
Son of God, endured temptations just like we do today.

The Bible is telling us that sin was at times attractive and ap-
pealing even to Jesus! If this were not true, then there would have
been no temptation involved, would there? To realize and acknowl-
edge that Jesus also found it difficult to not engage in sin ought not
to cause our faith in Him to waver, not at all. Rather, it ought to in-
crease our faith in Him! We have a Savior who was sinless in spite of
sin’s enticement and allurement. He was not without sin because He
could not be tempted — He was without sin because He overcame
the desire to participate in sin! He wanted to please His Father much
more than He wanted to please Himself. That was the key.

Whoever says that it is easy to live as a Christian must be
living in a different world from the one in which I am living. Just
as Satan was actively trying to get Jesus to give in to temptation, so
is he constantly attempting to mislead us into thinking that we don’t
really need to try to please God all of the time. Surely we can all
identify with the concern expressed by the spiritually-minded Paul
in Romans 7:18 and 19. There the apostle says, “For | know that
in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is pres-
ent with me, but how to perform what is good | do not find. For the
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good that I will to do, | do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that
| practice.” Although Paul certainly struggled with temptation and
sin, he was reassured by the knowledge that even though God does
allow us to be tempted, He never allows us to be tempted beyond
our ability to overcome the temptation (1Corinthians 10:13).

When Jesus was tempted, His knowledge of God’s Word
was a great help. He relied upon the Scriptures for strength in times
of weakness. We are reminded of the notable words of David in
Psalm 119:11, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that | might not
sin against thee.” Jesus had hidden God’s Word in His heart; then
when Satan attacked Him, Jesus had the weapons of the Scriptures
with which to battle the enemy. He not only knew what the Word
said, He had complete trust in that Word. Jesus was also a Man
of prayer. We should gain confidence in prayer from the words of
Hebrews 4:16, ““Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

Yes, I’m glad that Jesus was not immune to the appeal of
sin. The Bible tells us in Hebrews 7:25 that Jesus ever lives to make
intercession for those who draw near unto God through Him. What
a tremendous blessing this is! Just think, as we pray to God through
Christ, that same Christ who knows just what it is to be tempted is
pleading to the Father in our behalf, remembering that Satan has the
ability to make sin very attractive to man. How could we ask for
more?

But wait — there is more. Such verses as 2 Timothy 4:1 and
8, Matthew 16:27, Acts 10:42, 2 Corinthians 5:10, and Matthew
25:31-34 reveal that this same Jesus who was tempted and who now
intercedes for us is going to be the judge who will hear our case and
declare our eternal destiny. As our judge, Jesus will offer to us the
consolation that He has been in our shoes, He has experienced hu-
man life with its problems and trials. Because He will be my judge,
| am very glad that Jesus was tempted.
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Service = The Key fo Success

I never knew him at all. In spite of the fact that thousands of
people had come to know him through the years, his name was still
unknown to me and to most other folks in the church. Yet he was a
Christian who was more actively involved in serving the Lord than
most of us ever have been or ever will be.

The passing of C. W. Peacock over twenty years ago brought
sadness to many, many people. But you may ask, “Who in the world
was C. W. Peacock? Is this some kind of a joke? I’ve never even
heard his name before.”

You might never have heard of this man, but let me assure
you that multitudes of people have and are grateful for having met
this dedicated Christian.

Let me tell you a little bit about C. W. Peacock. A member
of one of the congregations in Little Rock, Arkansas, he died at the
age of 90. Now get this — for 25 years this old soldier of the cross
rode city busses to four major hospitals in Little Rock, visiting 100
patients per week!

Now, let’s do some arithmetic together. One hundred visits
per week for 52 weeks equals 5,200 visits per year, and 5,200 visits
per year over the span of 25 years equals the utterly amazing figure
of 130,000 hospital visits! Can you feature such a thing? In spite
of the fact that | have known of this man’s accomplishment since
shortly after his death, I still can hardly fathom the reality of what
he did.

Do you suppose that brother Peacock ever said to himself,
“It’s so rainy and cold today, I think I’ll just not do any visiting to-
day”? Or, might he have said to himself, “I don’t feel all that great
today myself — somebody ought to be visiting me instead of me
going out all over the city to see others like | do”? Just think about
all of the sadness and heartache that he witnessed in those 130,000
hospital visits. Surely there were occasions when he became wea-
ry of being around so much sickness and misery. Undoubtedly he
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struggled at times as he saw firsthand the problems of others and
was unable to keep them from becoming somewhat his own prob-
lems.

I’m confident that C. W. Peacock was just as human as the
rest of us, resulting in his feeling unqualified, without much to of-
fer to the Lord, unappreciated, neglected, and overlooked by others.
However, a desire to serve the Lord through serving others enabled
him to overcome his times of disappointment and his feelings of
inadequacy.

| truly believe that a great many Christians would become
more active in their service in the church if they could only become
convinced that they are needed and have something of significance
to offer. Many say to themselves, “What can | do in the church? |
don’t have any real talent; | can’t preach; | could never serve as an
elder. I’m just not a leader.”

Friends, most people are not leaders. Furthermore, that is
good — very good. There must always be many more good follow-
ers than good leaders. Good leaders are indeed of great importance,
and are usually hard to find, but the fact remains that faithful and
supportive followers are the backbone of every organization and so-
ciety.

We all have something to give, whether we recognize our
talents or capabilities or not. Most, if not all, of us have had the
experience of surprising ourselves by accomplishing something that
we didn’t really think we could do. We undertook the task with se-
rious doubts about our ability to be successful, but with the attitude
of at least giving our best effort, somehow that which we thought
within ourselves was impossible became possible. This same thing
has happened countless times in spiritual matters, too. Every day
there are Christians around the world who are discovering that the
Lord is true to His word, that He will indeed be with us in our efforts
to serve Him.

Let there be no doubt whatsoever — the real strength of
the church will never lie in those few who are in leadership roles
that put them in a position of being well-known and recognized
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as prominent and prestigious. While the church will never be
successful in accomplishing the Lord’s will in this world without
godly leaders, the ultimate success of the church of Christ
is dependent upon those soldiers in His army who are daily
dedicating themselves to doing whatever they can to glorify Him
and cause His name and His fame to be spread throughout the
earth.

Do you suppose that Jesus will one day say, “C. W. Peacock,
I was sick, and you visited Me””?

I wonder what He will say to me...and to you.

Imimersed In Christ

The Bible stipulates that baptism is only by immersion. The
New Testament was written in Greek, and the Greek word for bap-
tism allows only for immersion, or burial.

The Bible also specifies that the purpose of baptism (immer-
sion) is for the forgiveness (remission) of our past sins. This is
borne out by such Scriptures as Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16, 1 Peter 3:21,
and others.

The Bible further indicates that when one is baptized for the
forgiveness of his sins he is immersed into Christ. Paul affirms this
in Galatians 3:27, “For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ.”” He makes the same affirmation in Ro-
mans 6:3, where he says, “Or do you not know that as many of us as
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?”

Thus, immersion is of deep significance and importance.
However, there is a biblical immersion that is not into Christ, and
it is this second immersion to which your attention is now invited.

Webster’s unabridged dictionary defines the word ““im-
merse” as follows: “to plunge, drop, or dip into or as if into a liquid,
especially so as to cover completely. To plunge into a specified
state; to involve or engage deeply; as he was immersed in thought.”
Please keep this information in mind as we proceed.
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As was stated earlier, the Bible requires immersion into Je-
sus Christ for the forgiveness of our sins. But, believe it or not, that
really is not enough! We must also be immersed in Christ if we are
to be His true and faithful disciples. It’s true that the Bible never
uses the specific expression “immersed in Christ,” but that idea is
very plainly taught.

To be “immersed in Christ” means to be deeply involved or
engaged in Christ. Yes, immersion into Christ is commanded by the
Bible, but the Scriptures also require immersion in Christ. When
Jesus said, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness, and all these things will be added to you™ (Matthew 6:33), He
was talking about our being immersed in Him. In Matthew 22:36
the Lord was asked, ““Teacher, which is the great commandment in
the law? Jesus responded, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the
first and great commandment.” In this response Jesus was saying
essentially, “Your commitment to God must include everything you
have and are — you must immerse yourself in Me.”

In the familiar words of Romans 12:1, Paul advocated being
immersed in Christ in this way, “I beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”
Paul brought this subject of immersion in Christ before the church at
Corinth, as evidenced by his words in 1 Corinthians 15:58, “There-
fore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, inasmuch as you know that your labor is
not in vain in the Lord.”

Is it possible for one to have been immersed into Christ, but
never have really become immersed in Christ? Most definitely so.
How serious a matter is this? Just these few verses (out of a whole
host that could be used) should suffice in showing the seriousness of
this matter. In James 5:19-20, the Lord’s brother wrote, “Brethren,
if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him
back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his
way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” Paul
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very clearly warned the Corinthians (and us), “Therefore let him
who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall”” (1 Corinthians 10:12).
Perhaps even more noteworthy and impressive is the testimony of
the faithful and unrelenting Paul regarding his own personal strug-
gle to continue his immersion in Christ — ““But | discipline my body
and bring it into subjection, lest, when | have preached to others,
I myself should become disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9:27) There
can be no doubt, then, that it is possible to have been immersed into
Christ, to have been immersed in Christ for a period of time, and
then to somehow have become more and more slack in our com-
mitment to the Lord, even to the ultimate point of falling away and
turning our back on Him who made possible our salvation.
Surely our study of God’s Word will help us to clearly see
and firmly believe that:
1. 1t is necessary for one to be immersed into Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of sins;
2. It is equally necessary that we also be immersed (deeply in-
volved) IN Jesus Christ in order to have any reasonable ex-
pectation of an eternal home in heaven.

The Poor in Spirif

When Jesus, in Matthew 5:3, says, “Blessed are the poor in
spirit...” of whom is He speaking? What are characteristics of such
a person?

I am told that the Greek word used here and translated “poor”
is a word that describes utter and absolute poverty. It doesn’t de-
scribe the man who does not have luxury; it describes the man who
has nothing at all. Jesus then is saying, “Blessed is he who is com-
pletely poverty-stricken.”

The Lord actually spoke the beatitudes in Aramaic rather
than Greek. The word He spoke here that we read as “poor” was
to the Jews a description of a man who had absolutely no earthly
resources and who thus placed his entire trust in God.
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I assume that we all understand that Jesus intended a spiri-
tual application of His words, not a literal physical application. As
we put the Greek and the Aramaic backgrounds together we see that
Jesus is talking about the man who completely trusts in God because
he realizes that he himself is totally helpless and God can help him
to become something meaningful.

Let me say here that | don’t believe that this just “happened”
to be the first of these beatitudes spoken by Jesus. At the very heart
and core of being “poor in spirit” is humility. | believe that the
Lord would have us to understand that possessing and displaying
humility is absolutely essential before we can develop the other at-
tributes that depict the life of one who is striving to please and honor
Him.

There surely is some validity to the idea that humility is “the
most beautiful flower in the Christian garden.” We all admire and
appreciate humility — in others. Demonstrating it in our own lives
is another matter, however. The presence of humility requires the
absence of ego, and that is difficult for most of us. It’s not easy for
us to really accept the wisdom of Jesus spoken in Matthew 23:12:
“And whoever exalts himself will be abased, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.” As always, though, Jesus paved the way
for us by setting a divine example of humility. In so doing, He also
provided us with proof that humility really does bring about exalta-
tion.

Let’s read again the wonderful words of Philippians 2:5-11.:
““Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being
in the form of God, did not consider equality with God something
to be grasped, but emptied Himself by taking the form of a servant,
and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of
death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly
exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven,
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
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the Father.” If these words are true, and they are, then we should
be ready and willing to “follow in His steps” by emptying and hum-
bling ourselves. In so doing, we will also be exalted ultimately.

Seeing ourselves as we really are can make it much easier to
humble ourselves, to be ““poor in spirit.”” The story is told about an
elderly Scotchwoman who came from the Highlands into the city of
Edinburgh for the first time, and while there had her photograph tak-
en. Gazing at the result, she handed it back and exclaimed, “My, but
it’s a humbling sight!” How true for us all! To be able to see our-
selves as God sees us would undoubtedly rid us all of every shred of
conceit and pride that stands to hinder our achieving the exaltation
and honor that can only come from Him.

At least some of the thinkers of the past were successful in
recognizing and advocating the tremendous importance of being
“poor in spirit.”” Erasmus said, “It is vain to gather virtues without
humility; for the spirit of God delights to dwell in the hearts of the
humble.” Augustine strongly advised the pursuit of humility as he
said “Should you ask me, ‘What is the first thing in religion?” |
should reply, “The first, second, and third thing therein is humility.””

We all need to individually look closely at our attitudes to-
ward ourselves and toward God. Do we really view ourselves as
being totally helpless without God? Is it our spirit or attitude that
we put first, that we acknowledge our own lack of significance and
brilliance, that we ““seek first His kingdom and His righteousness™?

May God grant us the spiritual fortitude and humility neces-
sary to be “poor in spirit.”

Peace-Makers: Passive or Actives

We are familiar with the beatitudes of Jesus in Matthew
chapter 5, including the one in verse 9: ’Blessed are the peacemak-
ers, for they shall be called sons of God.”” Let’s look again at this
idea of peacemaking, this time from perhaps a different perspective.
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Peace is a wonderful thing and should be sought after with
much diligence. Peace exists because of peacemaking. We need
to understand that the peace referred to by Jesus is much more than
just the absence of bad things — it also involves the presence of
those things which are good and spiritually healthful. It includes
that which helps to bring about man’s highest good. This all results
from the activity of peacemakers.

Peacemakers are themselves peaceable and peace-lovers, but
they are much more than that: they bring about or produce peace.
They love peace enough to sacrifice themselves in an effort to create,
restore, and maintain peace. Many who are peaceable and lovers of
peace are unwilling to put themselves in a position of risk by becom-
ing peacemakers. Peace is the result of much activity and effort.

Peacemakers are children of God who love both God and
their fellow man enough to do that which is often difficult and un-
pleasant, that which can result in alienation and a loss of popularity.
Peacemakers are willing to pay the cost that goes with presenting
themselves to God as His instruments for making and maintaining
peace. They sometimes suffer disappointment and discouragement
as they see that their efforts are not always successful Paul urges
in Romans 12:18, “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live
peaceably with all men.”

We learn here that peace will not always exist, in spite of
the efforts of peacemakers and peaceable persons. Unfortunately,
not everyone wants peace. Thus, peacemakers do not always suc-
ceed in their peacemaking efforts. However, Proverbs 12:20 states
a principle that remains true today: “Counselors of peace have joy.”
Those who allow God to use their love for truth, righteousness, and
souls truly experience joy through knowing that they have walked in
the footsteps of ““the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

Peace that results from the sacrifice of principle is not really
peace. That one who would compromise the Word of God so that
folks can “get along” is not a peacemaker. Let me say in all honesty
and kindness, that person is actually a peace-breaker rather than a
peace-maker.
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When peace has been destroyed or is being threatened, by
far the easiest course of action is to take no action at all, but to sim-
ply ignore the problem or pretend that it does not exist. Sweeping a
lack of peace “under the rug” does not get rid of the matter and cer-
tainly does nothing toward correction and the making or restoring of
peace. Failing to take appropriate action to eradicate a problem and
restore peace is not making peace, but is in reality making trouble.
Such decisions actually compound the lack of peace. It is just like
failing to treat an illness in its early stages, only to learn later to our
dismay that what became a life-threatening condition could have
been avoided with appropriate early treatment. Evading and avoid-
ing problems does not make for peace. Again, Jesus did not say,
“Blessed are those who desire peace whether or not they are willing
to pursue it.” Instead, He said, “Blessed are the peacemakers...”

Elders are particularly responsible for being peacemakers.
Paul discusses some qualifications and responsibilities of elders in
Titus, chapter one. Beginning in verse 9, he declares that elders are
to be men who know the Bible and who use the Scriptures to bring
about peace by confronting and silencing those who are destroying
the peace through their false teaching and deceitfulness. There are
even times when the peace has been so shattered by those who are
“walking disorderly” that the Lord would have us to ““withdraw
ourselves” from such wayward and disruptive brethren (2 Thessa-
lonians 3:6-15), and elders must take the lead in this unpleasant ac-
tion.

Peacemakers are spiritually-minded individuals who are
willing and able to view situations in relation to a longer period of
time rather than merely the present. They are not concerned simply
with the current circumstance, but with the ultimate results which
are likely, depending on what is or is not done now.

The Bible frequently refers to God as “the God of peace”
(Romans 15:33; 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:11; Philippians 4:9; 1
Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:20). In His beatitude in Matthew
5:9, Jesus promises that peacemakers ““shall be called sons of God.”
What Jesus is saying is that by being peacemakers we can become

59



partakers of the character of God, we can become God-like. Please
be reminded, however, that this is possible only for those who pro-
mote peace by actively pursuing it. May God raise up more peace-
makers, Christians who have the courage and conviction to do all
within their power to bring about and preserve peace.

Needed: A Covenant With Our Eyes
(Job 31:1)

In the course of his great endurance test, the remarkable Job
made this statement of immense significance: “I have made a cov-
enant with my eyes; why then should I look upon a young woman?”’
(Job 31:1). Just what is it that Job is saying here? What does he
mean when he says that he had made a “covenant” with his eyes?
He is saying that he had made an agreement, a commitment, a vow,
a pledge to himself.

In the second part of the verse Job talks about “looking”
upon a young woman. Here he has reference to more than just ca-
sually looking at or seeing a young woman. The “looking” that he
is talking about is the idea of looking intently, looking with impure
thoughts, looking with lust. Thus, Job is saying, “I have made an
agreement with my eyes, that they are not going to be used to cause
me to unduly desire a woman in a way that is wrong in the eyes of
God. | have made a commitment that | am not going to let myself
look lustfully upon a woman. | have pledged to myself that | am not
going to allow my eyes to cause me to sin.”

This covenant is truly something that all mankind, especially
Christians, should make a part of their lives. The wisdom of Job is
exhibited by these great words. He had somehow come to realize
the importance of what Jesus would say several centuries later in
Matthew 5:27-30. In that passage the Lord told the multitude, ““You
have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adul-
tery.” But | say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her
has already committed adultery with her in his heart™ (verses 27,28).
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This is exactly the kind of “looking” against which Job had made a
covenant with his eyes. Certainly he was wise in doing so, for Jesus
proceeded to point out in the next verse, “And if your right eye causes
you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable
for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body
to be cast into hell”” (verse 29). 1I’m confident that Jesus worded this
verse this way for the sake of emphasis, yet | have no doubt whatso-
ever that He also intended for us to realize that it truly would be to our
eternal advantage to literally have our eye removed from our body, if
that were the only way that we could avoid sinning.

David had an “eye problem” occasionally (remember Bath-
sheba), but in a more thoughtful moment he wrote, ““I will set noth-
ing wicked before my eyes” (Psalm 101:3). There is indeed some
truth in the saying that “what | don’t see won’t hurt me.” Certainly
that saying is not accurate in every circumstance, but it undoubtedly
is true when it comes to avoiding temptation and sin by not allowing
our eyes to even look upon the situation.

In 2 Peter 2:14 Peter spoke of some people “having eyes full
of adultery and that cannot cease from sin....”” Friends, every one
of us, both male and female, is susceptible to being like those folks.
It can and does happen. But, it doesn’t have to happen. We can,
with God’s help, keep it from happening. Remember the assurance
given to us all in 1 Corinthians 10:13: ““No temptation has overtaken
you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able
to bear it.”” There it is — we can conguer even the temptations of
sensuality. We must do so if we are to be pleasing to the Lord and if
we are serious about wanting to go to heaven.

Every married person needs to make the same covenant that
Job made. It is imperative that each one truly commit himself/her-
self to never allow his/her eyes to look upon any other person in
such a way as to place a strain on the marriage relationship or to
place his/her own soul in danger. Let me especially plead with those
who are making marriage plans to do their very best to understand
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the seriousness of entering into such a relationship, and to make a
covenant with their eyes that they will always “have eyes” only for
that one special person whom they plan to marry.

A “roving eye” can be a part of anyone’s body, but it can be
a part of us only if we allow it. Job had a choice — he could be in
control, or he could allow himself to be controlled. You and | have
the same choice. What will we choose? Let us all make a covenant
with our eyes.

Making A Difference

Christians are different. Those of us who are in the church
and belong to God, who have been purchased by the blood of Christ
(Acts 20:28), are different. We are not the same as people who do
not have that relationship with God — we are ““His own special
people” (1 Peter 2:9); we are different. God and His Son both ex-
pect and intend for us to be different from the world.

Because we are different, we ought also to make a differ-
ence. If that is true, it becomes important that we know what kind
of a difference the Lord expects us to make. We must also somehow
figure out how we can go about making this difference that is our
responsibility to make.

We should make a difference in the quality of the world in
which we live by the way that we live. Because of us, there should
be more love displayed. 1 John 4:8 says that “God is love.” As His
children, we are to be like Him; thus, we also must exhibit love.

We must be serious about making a difference in the moral-
ity of the world. The Bible is the Christian’s standard, our guide
through life. The standard of morality found in the Bible will make
a tremendous difference in our world if it is ever practiced by a very
significant part of the world. But for that to ever come about, Chris-
tians are going to have to first live by that standard, and then teach
others to do the same. The church, as God’s special people, can
and must show that we are different because of our high standard
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of honesty and integrity. The world can be influenced by our being
known for always being truthful and reliable in all our transactions
and activities. We will make a difference for some if we will dem-
onstrate to them that purity of life is not an impossibility, and that it
most definitely has its rewards, even in this life.

You and I, as Christians, must set the example the world
needs in showing compassion for our fellow man. Jesus taught us
and showed us the need for and the blessings of compassion; now
He expects us to do the same for the rest of mankind.

Then there is the matter of hope. Christians are the only
people in the whole world who can reveal the one realistic hope for
eternity. With that capability comes responsibility — the responsi-
bility to make a difference in the world by proclaiming our hope,
Jesus Christ, to the lost. Multitudes all around us are struggling
along with hardly any hope in this life, and certainly with no reason
for any hope beyond this life. You and | can make a difference by
giving them reason to hope now, but more importantly, reason to
hope in the prospect of eternity.

In order for us to really make a difference, we Christians
must be people of conviction. We must be willing to study the Bible
diligently in order to know and understand what the will of God is.
After learning God’s will through His Word, we then must commit
ourselves to living according to those instructions and principles.
Those who are outside the church, even when they disagree with us,
should be made to respect us because of the kind of people we are
and the fact that we stand for what is good and right, to the best of
our knowledge.

As an individual Christian, | can make a difference, not only
in the world, but I can do the same in the church. | can encourage
my fellow Christians to live more faithfully and zealously for Christ.
| can very specifically encourage them by my words of admonition
and praise. | can also strengthen their commitment to the Lord by
the way that I live. But I have to be consistent in how I live; they
don’t always let me know when they are watching me.
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It is very true that we Christians do not all have the same
abilities. We cannot serve the Lord in exactly the same ways. But,
if we are going to change the world or the church for the better, we
will not succeed in doing it passively. We can and will make a dif-
ference only through actively serving the Lord with whatever abili-
ties we have, and not through living the philosophy of “Live, and
let live.” We certainly cannot force people to change their way of
life or their convictions, but that does not mean that we should not
be active, even aggressive, and even militant at times. The church
can make a difference by actively, aggressively, and militantly pro-
moting what is right and opposing what is wrong. Pease remember,
though, that all of our words and actions must be motivated by love
and compassion, and must be accompanied by the same.

If my life comes to a close without having influenced others
for good, without having improved the world, and without having
helped the church to be stronger, then | will not have made a differ-
ence. If | have not made a difference, my life will have been lived
in vain.

May God help both you and me to truly make a difference.

To Judge, or Not fo Judge

The words of Jesus in Matthew 7:1 are often quoted fervently
today. They read, “Judge not, that you be not judged.” If there are
any words from Scripture that would qualify as “politically correct”
today, then surely these are those words. This is an age in which
it is advocated that men are to “live and let live,” opting to ignore,
excuse, or condone any and all behavior, regardless of its violation
of God’s law.

The following observations are not offered in an attempt to
justify any kind of judging by anyone that is in opposition to what
the Bible teaches. This is not an effort to endorse unjust criticism or
engage in condemnation, but it is an exercise in studying the biblical
concept of judging on the part of Christians.
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Many assert that Jesus is prohibiting the judging involved
in calling attention to the sins of others, yet these same people are
condemning what they see in others. In other words, they feel to-
tally qualified and justified in judging those whom they believe to be
guilty of judging others. One is made to wonder how and why judg-
ing is considered by these people to be admirable when they do the
judging, while at the same time they declare with vehemence that
the same judging is wrong for others. How can it be right for them
if it is wrong for all others? | believe that the answer is that it can-
not be right, and the basis for that response is found in the inspired
words of Paul in Romans 2:1, where he says, “Therefore you are
inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever
you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge do the
same things” (emphasis added).

As is typically the case in Bible study, it is important to con-
sider the context of this declaration from Jesus, “Judge not, that you
be not judged.” Reading Matthew 7:2-5 sheds some very important
light on His words in verse 1. In those following verses the Lord
made it clear that His grave concern was not about the action of
judging itself, but about the fallacy of a judgment being done by
one who is hypocritically judging, trying to divert attention from his
own sins by turning the spotlight on the sins of another.

In verse 1 Jesus has just said that it is wrong to judge oth-
ers, yet in verse 6 He calls for action on the part of His followers
which requires judging! Here He says, “Do not give what is holy to
the dogs, nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them
under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces.” The Lord here
creates some questions for us: (1) Just what is “holy”? (2) Who are
the “dogs”? (3) What are the “pearls”? (4) Who are the “swine”?
In order for us to comply with the Lord’s commands in this verse,
we must have clarification of these terms which He used in an ob-
viously symbolic way. For us to answer these four questions by
identifying to whom or what Jesus was referring, we have no choice
but to engage in judging. To do less would be to ignore this divine
order. Whoa! Is Jesus vacillating back and forth like a weed in the
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wind by saying “don’t judge,” and then almost immediately turning
right around and contradicting what He had just said? Not at all!

Of course the words of Christ do not stand or fall on the con-
firmation or endorsement of anyone else, but Paul echoed the teach-
ing of the Lord when he affirmed that the Jews were not in a position
to be hypocritically judging the Gentiles, being equally guilty of
having violated God’s law — read carefully Romans 2:21-23.

In John 7:24, Jesus again said, “Do not judge.” But it is
imperative that we note the words that followed. His total statement
was, “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righ-
teous judgment” (emphasis added). Friends, this is the key to the
whole matter of any judging done by us as human beings — judge
righteously, not maliciously, not hypocritically.

Jesus and those writers of the New Testament (who were
inspired by the Holy Spirit) have made it non-negotiable that Chris-
tians engage in righteous judging every day of our lives. Let me
offer just a few of the multitude of possible illustrations of this truth
as found in our New Testament.

1. In Romans 16:17, Paul urged Christians to note (or mark)
those in the church who cause divisions and offenses, con-
trary to what they have been taught. It is impossible to do
this without comparing the Scriptures with contrary teach-
ings, and ultimately arriving at a judgment on the matter.

2. Paul, in 1 Timothy 6:20 and 2 Timothy 2:23, said to “avoid
profane and vain babblings,” as well as ““foolish and igno-
rant disputes.” To be faithful in doing this we must be able
to judge what is profane, vain, foolish, and ignorant.

3. 1 Corinthians 15:33 exhorts us to not keep company with
“evil” people, who will corrupt our good behavior. To be
obedient in this we must be able to determine, or judge, who
or what is evil and who or what is not. Surely that must be
done on the basis of what is taught in the Bible, but it still
requires some judging on our part.

4. Paul makes it abundantly clear in 1 Corinthians 6:5 that the
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church is to have men who can handle necessary judging of
matters of conflict between fellow Christians.

5. In 2 John 9-11, the apostle John calls upon the church to re-
ject any who do not abide in the doctrine of Christ. Making
a determination that someone is not abiding in the doctrine
of Christ is the same thing as making a judgment.

6. Another very apparent teaching that is in conflict with much
of today’s thinking regarding judging is found in 1 John 4:1:
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits,
whether they are of God; because many false prophets have
gone out into the world.” Determining whether a “spirit”
is of God, or whether one is a “false prophet” necessitates
judging based on the Word of God.

7. We have a command from the apostle Paul, “...in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every
brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradi-
tion which he received from us” (2 Thessalonians 3:6), once
again making it quite clear that Jesus never intended His
words in Matthew 7:1 to be interpreted as a prohibition of all
kinds of judging on the part of men.

These few are representative of the great many examples of
righteous judging that the New Testament calls upon Christians to make.

It is essential that we understand that there are indeed judg-
ments that we absolutely have no authority to make. Included among
these are judgments that are rendered with an un-Christian attitude.
Also included are those judgments which belong only to God and
Christ. We have no authority whatsoever to thrust ourselves into
areas of judgment which are solely matters for the Godhead. It is
not that difficult to determine from the Scriptures which matters of
judgment belong to the Father and the Son, as opposed to those for
which we are responsible.

Let us not succumb to peer pressure that would have us to
refrain from making those kinds of judgments for which we will one
day be held accountable.
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Section Five

Truth and
the Chunrch
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Let Me Infroduce
the Churches of Chwist

If you are not a member of the church of Christ and have
been given this publication by someone from a local congregation of
the church, you may well be somewhat curious about this religious
group. Following are a few questions that you perhaps would like
to have answered concerning us as a church. Hopefully these ques-
tions and answers will be helpful in better acquainting you with who
we are and what we believe and practice.

“How does the church of Christ regard the Bible?”

This is a vitally important question. We regard the Bible as
being God’s inspired Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17). We believe that
it is without error, that its recorded miracles occurred literally, that
the book of Genesis tells how the world actually began, that the
miracles found in the Bible really took place, that Jesus was truly
born of a virgin, that He literally died, that He was literally raised
from the dead by God, that He is living right now in Heaven with
God, and that the faithful followers of Jesus will be saved eternally
by the grace of God in Heaven, and that the disobedient and unbe-
lieving will experience eternity in a very real Hell. We believe that
the Bible contains all of God’s revealed will for mankind, with no
additional revelations having ever taken place (Jude 3), and that it is
to remain free from any additions or subtractions by men.

“When did this church begin and who started ife”

This church, the church of Christ, began long before the
Christian religion became so divided. It began in Jerusalem in about
A.D. 30-33. We read about its beginning in the second chapter of
Acts. That chapter tells about the church being started on the day
of Pentecost, shortly after the death of Jesus. He had promised to
build His church (Matthew 16:18), and He had told His apostles
that it would come into existence in the city of Jerusalem and that
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it would take place when they were given special “power from on
high” (Luke 24:46-49). We find that very thing happening in Acts
2, and the end of that chapter tells us that the church had then just
become a reality (verses 37-47).

“How is your dentomination different from the others?”

Since there are denominations all around us, it is understand-
able that many people regard churches of Christ as just another de-
nomination. However, this is inaccurate. As was pointed out in
the previous paragraph, the church that belongs to Christ, the one
that He promised to build, was started in the early part of the first
century. The very oldest denominations did not begin until several
hundred years later, and many of them have begun only within the
last 100 years. The idea of denominations involves the concept of
parts of a whole. The church of Christ had existed for many, many
years before any of these “parts” came into being.

We are different from other churches in that we have no
creed books, but do our best to adhere only to the Bible as our source
of religious authority. We believe that Christ has all authority (Mat-
thew 28:18-20). If Christ has all authority, that means that no one
else has any authority.

If you were to visit our worship services (which we would
be highly pleased for you to do) you would notice a few distinc-
tive differences from other churches. For example, you would find
that we have only congregational singing and we sing without any
instrumental accompaniment. This is not because we regard musi-
cal instruments themselves as sinful, but because we find no record
of the early church having any worship music other than just vocal
(a cappella) music. You would also notice that we have a commu-
nion service every Sunday, rather than each month, quarter, year,
etc. Again, this is done every week because that is what was done
by the church from its beginning.

“Who gowverns the Church of Christ?”
The Bible teaches us that Jesus Himself is the head of the
church (Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 1:22,23; 5:23). He has delegat-
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ed oversight of individual congregations to qualified men that the
Bible calls elders, preshyters, pastors, overseers, or bishops. These
men are responsible only for their own congregation, not for a plu-
rality of congregations. Most congregations have a preacher, but he
is not the overseer of the congregation.

“Is the church really all that importants”

Because some ungodly things are sometimes done in the
name of organized religion, it is not uncommon for folks to decide
that they still have a high regard for Jesus, but not for organized
churches. Certainly not everything done in the name of Christ is tru-
ly Christianity, but it is essential that we understand that the Lord’s
church (the church we read about in the Bible) exists because God
planned for it from the beginning of time (Ephesians 3:11); Old
Testament prophets foretold its establishment and its importance;
Jesus promised to build it (Matthew 16:18); He is the head of it (see
the paragraph above); it belongs to Christ, having been purchased
by Him with His blood (Acts 20:28); and all of the saved people are
in it (Acts 2:47). Surely we can thus see that the church is of the
highest importance. To be saved we must be a part of the church.

“What would | need to do to become a member of
your churché”

Since the church is not ours, but Christ’s, He is the one who
has determined the steps to be taken in order to gain membership in
the church. We must believe that He is the Son of God (John 8:24).
We must confess our faith in Him as God’s Son (Romans 10:9-10).
We must repent of (turn away from) our sins (Luke 13:3,5; Acts
2:38; 17:30; 2 Peter 3:9). We must be baptized into Christ for the
remission (forgiveness) of our past sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38;
22:16; 1 Peter 3:21).

When one does these things, he or she is added to the church
by the Lord (Acts 2:47), not voted on by men. We must then live a
life of faithful obedience to Him (Hebrews 5:8-9; Revelation 2:10).
These are the conditions of church membership that the Bible re-
veals were required from the beginning of the church. If we are in-
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tent upon obeying Christ rather than men, we will subscribe to these
same terms today, and in so doing, we can become Christians just
like Peter, John, James, Paul, and all the others of the early church.

We are trying to be Christians only. We want to be the same
thing religiously that the believers were in New Testament times,
and we believe that this can be true for all of mankind. There is a
great deal of confusion and lack of unity in religion today. We be-
lieve that if people will follow only what the Bible teaches, we can
truly have unity. By disregarding the ideas of men and accepting
and doing only what the Bible says we will be what Jesus died for —
Christians — people who have had their sins forgiven — members
of His church, not of a man-made church.

We want to serve you. We especially want to be of spiritual
help, but we also want to do what we can in a physical way, too. We
want to be your friend, both in good times and bad. You are always
welcome to come and worship God with us. You will find yourself
in the midst of imperfect people who want to please a perfect Savior.

How Much Do We Love the Churché

What kinds of thoughts come to your mind when you think
about the church? Just what is the church, the church in the Bible?

The Scriptures do not portray the church as being just a
group of religious people, but as that group that Peter calls “God’s
own special people” (1 Peter 2:9). “But you are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people...”

In spite of the fact that there are many very fine, dedicated
people in the multitude of denominations of today, the church of the
Bible is the only one spoken of here by Peter. It is the church, sin-
gular. There were no parts, no denominations — only the one church
which Jesus promised to build (Matthew 16:18).

Jesus loves the church dearly. Paul spoke to the elders
from Ephesus about the love of Christ for the church in Acts 20:28:
“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, over which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to feed the church of God
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which He purchased with His own blood.” Isaiah 53 and numer-
ous other passages also tell of the great love which Jesus had for it.

Paul had a great love for the church. Aswe think carefully
about our love for the church, recall with me a few comments from
this noble apostle which tell us something of how much he loved
the church. Let’s compare our love for the church with his when he
says, “I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also
may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory”
(2 Timothy 2:10). He urged the elders from Ephesus, “...remember
that for three years | did not cease to warn everyone night and day
with tears” (Acts 20:31). Paul’s love and concern were for much
more than just one congregation. After listing several of the suffer-
ings which he had endured for Christ, he adds these very significant
words — ““besides the other things, what comes upon me daily; my
anxiety for all the churches (congregations)” (2 Corinthians 11:28).

But Paul was not the only early Christian who loved the
church. Many became martyrs; they gave their very lives for the
church. Some, like Stephen and James, are specifically mentioned
in the New Testament. 1’ve been blessed by having the opportu-
nity to go inside the great Colosseum in Rome where numerous
early Christians became martyrs rather than to deny the Lord and
His church. 1’ve walked through the catacombs, those underground
tombs just outside of Rome, where multitudes are buried because
they loved the church and the Lord of the church enough to remain
faithful and try to further His cause rather than to deny the faith.

Regardless of the tremendous love of Jesus, Paul, and a host
of ancient Christians for the church, the compelling question that con-
fronts each one of us is, “How much do I (we) love the church?”
Brethren, here are some soul-searching questions that every member
of the church needs to very soberly and seriously think about.

Do We Love the Church Enough to:
1. Present our bodies as a living sacrifice, as Paul urged in
Romans 12:1?
2. Be willing to suffer ridicule and rejection in its behalf?
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3. Sacrifice our personal comfort, etc., for the sake of the

church?

4. Support it with our money, prayers, time, and talents?

5. Defend it against opposition, attacks from without and

within?

6. Stand with Christ against the majority, even in the

church, if necessary?

Could we ever be called upon to take such a stand in the
church? | say this kindly, but to ask such a question is to reveal a
lack of awareness of what is going on around us. Many Christians
that I know personally are having their love for the church severely
tested as a result of present conditions.

Brethren, it is imperative that every member of the Lord’s
church be determined to never forsake the Word of God and His de-
sires for the desires and preferences of men! Paul told the Christians
of Galatia some things that were not easy for him to say or for them to
accept. As a result, he asked them in Galatians 4:16, ““Have | there-
fore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?”” Paul was will-
ing to even lose friends, Christian friends, if necessary, for the sake of
the church. How about us — do we love the church enough to make
that much of a sacrifice if it should become appropriate? Brethren, we
must love the church in the same manner that we are to love God —
that is, ““with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength”” (Mark 12:30).

There's a Killer Among Us!

“Killer bees” and some wild animals known to be “killers” —
such creatures can create fear in humans, sometimes even hysteria.
Of significantly more importance is the fact that even the
church is susceptible to foes that can inflict catastrophic, sometimes
even fatal, damage to the magnificent body of Christ. One of the
church’s most fearsome predators is that killer known as “Apathy.”
It’s my sincere belief that apathy has killed more good ef-
forts of all kinds than the outright opposition of strong physical en-

74



emies. Inaddition, it is highly likely that apathy has been at least as
detrimental to success in the realm of religion as in any other.
Apathy translates into — “I just really don’t care,” whether
we are talking about a cause, a person, or a concept.
Included in the immense damage that apathy inflicts to the
cause of Christ is its smothering effect on many of our attempts to
evangelize the lost.

What Can Cause Apathy Toward Evangelism?

(1) Desire for acceptance and popularity. Even in the
church this desire can cause us to sacrifice what is best for what is
wanted. This desire may cause us to be overly cautious about of-
fending others with the Gospel.

(2] Tolerance and broadmindedness. The idea seems to be
that “we have our faults,” and “they have their faults,” so we have
no business trying to show to them that what they are practicing reli-
giously is different from what the Bible teaches. To be “broadmin-
ded” has become a most treasured attribute, and to “tolerate” any and
every doctrine and practice is viewed as being truly spiritual, when in
reality it easily becomes just the opposite. As a result, too many in the
church are willing to let evangelization of the world go lacking.

(3] A growing spirit of universalism. As unfortunate as
it is, there are some, even in leadership roles, who are no longer
sure that the lost are really lost. Much of what has been black and
white from the first century has now become gray. The emphasis
becomes, “We are all God’s children.”

(4) Attitude toward the distinctiveness of the church. If
we fail to see the difference between Christ’s church and those of
man’s creation, there is no point in evangelizing the world with the
message of salvation, because that message inherently tells of the
one church which Jesus built, the one to which those who are being
saved are added.

(5] Lack of commitment & conviction. To a large extent,
the Lord’s church is not displaying a commitment equivalent to that
of some of Christianity’s greatest foes, resulting in an evangelistic
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effort which is definitely inferior. Effective evangelism occurs only
when there is a strong belief in the evangel, the Gospel message.
Paul declared with conviction, ““For | am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek™ (Romans 1:16).
He further voiced his commitment in 1 Corinthians 9:16, “For if |
preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid
upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!”

Apathy in evangelism can be conquered if we can come to
understand what Christianity is really all about. We must see that
we are not our own, but that we truly ““have been bought with a
price” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). We must move from selfishness
to sympathy, sympathy for those who are still lost in sin. It isn’t
hard at all to get people to give a great deal of themselves in rescue
efforts to find a lost child, and that is indeed as it should be. Now,
just imagine what would result if we, the church of Christ, would
emulate that same passion and urgency in an effort to rescue the lost
souls of the world!

In 2 Corinthians 5 Paul reveals at least part of his motiva-
tion for evangelism. He was impressed with the coming judgment:
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (verse
10), and this of course applied to both him and his hearers. How-
ever, he also testified that his evangelism resulted because he was so
affected by the love of Christ. Paul adamantly declared what is the
only acceptable response to the love of Christ by those who claim to
be His — ““and He died for all, that those who live should live no lon-
ger for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again”
(verse 15, emphasis added).

A deep love for someone will cause us to do exceptional
things for the benefit of that one whom we love, and those who truly
love the Lord will not have to struggle in determining how much to
do for Him and His cause. The killer Apathy will itself have been
killed by Love.
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Ministers = Who Are They?

Have you noticed that the term “minister” has become the
commonly used identification of those who formerly were identi-
fied simply as “preachers” or “gospel preachers”? It is noticeable
in the majority of advertisements in newspapers and brotherhood
publications, in telephone directories, in church bulletins, on busi-
ness cards, in introductions, and in conversation. Some may ask, “Is
there a problem with this?” | believe there might be.

It is not necessary to get into a detailed analysis of each
Greek word used in the New Testament and translated in English
as “minister,” either as a noun or a verb. Suffice it to say that the
Greek words generally denote the concept of a servant, an attendant,
a worker, or the action carried out by such a person or persons. In
other words, New Testament “ministers” were basically people en-
gaged in some kind of eservice. Even casual reading of the New
Testament introduces one to the fact that every Christian, every dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ, is intended to be a “minister,” a servant. For
the sake of brevity, let me just refer you to Romans 12 and 1 Cor-
inthians 12. These great chapters show quite clearly that the whole
church is made up of parts that are intended to function, serve, work,
or “minister” as a unit. Each part is different, but each has a function
to fulfill. In doing his/her segment of the work, each member of the
church, the body, is working (ministering) as a minister.

Many times today the preacher is identified as the minister
of the Main Street congregation (or whatever name is appropriate).
If every Christian is a minister, the preacher is not the minister of
that congregation with which he works, or else the others in that
congregation are failing to be what Christ expects them to be. Itis
highly unlikely that there is a congregation anywhere with only one
minister. Even if such a situation were found, it might not be the
preacher who was the minister — it might well be some other person
in the group who more completely measured up to the biblical des-
ignation of a minister of Christ.
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The terms “minister,” “ministry,” and “ministering” are used
in a variety of ways in the New Testament. It is very true that there
are many references to preachers as ministers, but non-preachers
are just as accurately and appropriately identified as ministers. It is
noteworthy that diverse groups of Christians were sometimes called
ministers. Such is the case in Hebrews 6:10, where the writer is
speaking to a large group of Christians in general, and he refers to
their having “ministered” unto other folks. Peter, in writing to a
large and diverse group of Christians, referred to the ministering
and serving of them all (1 Peter 4:10). Paul indicated, in Romans
15:27, that the Gentile converts in Macedonia and Achaia would be
ministering, acting as ministers, as they gave of their money to help
relieve the financial needs of poor Jewish Christians in Jerusalem.

Women were clearly called ministers in the New Testament.
Examples include Peter’s mother-in-law in Matthew 8:15; many
women in Matthew 27:55; and several women in Luke 8:3.

It is interesting to find that people can even be ministers
without realizing it. Paul tells us that governing authorities are ac-
tually ministers of God (Romans 13:1-7). | think it is pretty obvious
that some of them are not aware of that fact, but it is a fact, neverthe-
less.

With few exceptions, the New Testament speaks of ministers
and ministering in a broad sense, including and involving all Chris-
tians, not just those who minister primarily by preaching the Word.
Every Christian is to be a minister. Each one is to serve (minister)
in every way that is approved and intended by God, both males and
females, young and old, greatly talented and not so talented. Most
of us will never be a preacher in the usual sense of the word, and
there is nothing wrong with that, but each and every Christian is to
be a minister of and for Christ.

There is certainly nothing unscriptural or wrong for the
preacher to be referred to as a minister, for such he is, but since all
who are truly Christians are ministers as well, wouldn’t it be better,
wiser, and more biblical not to restrict the term “minister” just to
those who are public ministers of the Word?
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Again, it is true that there are different Greek words that are
translated “minister” in the New Testament, and there are slightly
different meanings for these words at times. However, it is indeed
fair and accurate to summarize the use of “minister” in the New Tes-
tament to refer to those who are servants in some way for someone
or some cause. May every Christian be busy serving the Lord as His
faithful minister.

God’'s Priests Today

Peter was one of the Lord’s bravest and most vocal follow-
ers, yet he denied the Lord three times, even with an oath. Peter was
a great servant of Christ, but he had some maturing to do.

In his more mature years Peter penned these words, ““You
also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ...But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light” (1 Peter 2:5,9).

We need to restore this teaching regarding the priesthood in
the church today. In general, we make very little application of this
New Testament doctrine.

The Concept of Priests Has Been Neglected

We seldom talk about priests in the church. We may talk about
various church members being a teacher, an elder, a sacrificing servant,
a preacher, a song leader etc., but we could talk all day and the thought
of the role of a Christian as a priest would likely never come up.

We don’t have a very good picture of a “priesthood” in our
minds. The word “priest” makes us think of the blood sacrifices that
the priests offered under the Law of Moses, and we don’t like blood
or burned meat.

We think of those who wear their collars backward and take
confessions of sins from people, standing between those people and
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their God. In our minds, those religions have priests, not the Lord’s
church, not the church we read about in the New Testament.

However, according to Peter, who was inspired by the Holy
Spirit in what he wrote, the priesthood of Christians is a scriptural
truth that we must live.

The Concept of Priests Can Be Understood

Old Testament priests were consecrated to God. They were
set apart to do service for God. They were required to be clean,
separate from all defilement, clothed in the priestly garments of ho-
liness and righteousness.

The priests of long ago went into God’s presence in behalf
of the people. They stood between the people and God — they could
enter the tabernacle or temple, but the people could not. As a part
of the ““royal priesthood,” the Christian has no one who stands be-
tween him or her and the Father. Christians, as priests, have direct
access to the throne — “For through Him we both have access by one
Spirit to the Father” (Ephesians 2:18).

Priests of old served the people by offering their gifts before
God. God has never allowed anyone but priests to offer sacrifices.
As priests today, we do not offer up sacrifices of the bodies of ani-
mals — rather, our sacrifices are to be our own bodies. Paul made
this clear in Romans 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”

No one offers sacrifices for us. We must do our own study-
ing, thinking, believing, obeying, and serving.

The Concept of Priesthood Can Be Applied

The New Testament concept of the priesthood can be applied
to our daily lives. Being a priest has always required holiness. An
unholy man could not be a priest, and neither can we be a priest to-
day if we are unholy. Remember Paul’s words in Romans 12:1, *“...
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God...”

This priesthood concept can also be applied to our worship.
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A priest worships. Sometimes folks sit and think about a worship
service that has taken place, and they may think to themselves, “The
preacher did a good job...the song leader did better than he usually
does...the prayer leaders led some nice prayers....” We are like
spectators — somebody else sings, preaches, prays...and we evalu-
ate. However, priesthood requires action, participation. The Bible
says, “Therefore by Him (Christ) let us continually offer the sacri-
fice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to
His name. But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased” (Hebrews 13:15,16).

Friends, a critically important point needs to be made. In
Ezra 2:62 we have a record of some who were claiming to be priests,
but who were excluded or expelled because they did not meet the
qualifications. We all need to ask ourselves, “Am | fully qualified?
Is there any way that I could be disqualified as a priest? Am I truly
serving as a priest?”

As priests, we must each one be personally and actively in-
volved in worship and the Lord’s work. Otherwise, we are unfaith-
ful priests and risk being eternally rejected.

We Ape Indeed Debtors

We have been impressed with the strong sense of duty which
Paul felt regarding sharing the message of salvation with others
just as the Lord Himself had so lovingly done for him. The apostle
wrote, “I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to
wise and to unwise” (Romans 1:14).

I most definitely do not want to minimize the importance of
that indebtedness of which Paul wrote, but | would like to briefly
extract his words ““I am a debtor” from that context and use them
to try to help us think with great gratitude about others to whom we
are indebted in a different way.

As Christians, we owe so much to so many. Surely we think
immediately of God. Certainly we are forever indebted to that one
who ““so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
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whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). Perhaps we remember with tears that “God dem-
onstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). And we are awed as we “Behold
what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should
be called children of God!”” (1 John 3:1). How can we ever repay
such love and mercy?!

Obviously, we owe an awesome debt to Jesus, the only one
who could complete the plan of redemption as outlined by the Fa-
ther. Paul said that Jesus gave up equality with God in order that
He might become a lowly servant — all because of His desire to
save mankind from the just reward for sin (Philippians 2:5-8). This
fact is driven home with force in Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 8:9,
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He
was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His
poverty might become rich.”” The debt we owe to Jesus is increased
by His having left us an example so that we may follow in His steps
(1 Peter 2:21).

The third personality of the Deity, the Holy Spirit, has also
brought about a great indebtedness on our part. It was the Spirit
who ““moved” the biblical penmen to write those inspired words
that can guide us from earth to heaven (2 Peter 1:21). In addition,
it is ““the Spirit who also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not
know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself
makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered”
(Romans 8:26). Most assuredly, we are deeply indebted to the Holy
Spirit for His great help to us.

We also owe a great debt to a host of others besides the god-
head. Just think of those ancient stalwarts of the faith who left us
such an example of courage and conviction, saints who were ready
to literally give up their lives rather than compromise their commit-
ment to Christ. Consider, too, those Christians of earlier genera-
tions in our own country who sacrificed greatly in many ways to
establish and promote the church in our land. The church of the
present is indeed debtor to the church of past generations.
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How can we ever repay the debt we owe to those who taught
us the way of the Lord? Surely our gratitude should be shown by
our living in obedience to His will and by our caring for others as
these have cared for us.

In thinking about those to whom we are indebted, we must
think of those elders who have given of themselves to “watch for
(our) souls (Hebrews 13:17). It is truly an awesome responsibility
that they have accepted, especially in view of the fact that they must
one day ““give account™ for each of us. It behooves us all to live in
such a manner that they may be able to give their accounts “with joy
and not with grief.”

It should be obvious that we are also indebted to those
preachers and teachers who have given of themselves in our be-
half, who have loved us enough to try to spur us on and not give up,
who have faithfully admonished us to ““be steadfast, immovable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the Lord,”” knowing that our “labor
is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58).

It is only right that we add to our list the folks who are faith-
ful examples of Christian living for us; those encouragers whose
words and pats on the shoulder help us more than they realize; and
on and on we could go.

Like Paul, we surely are debtors to those who still need to
hear the Gospel. However, may we always also remember the many
others to whom we are indebted, those who have contributed to our
hope for eternity.
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Section Six

Truth and
Commit ment
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A Most Unforgettable Charactenr

Every miracle is great, but to give sight to one born blind just
seems to be extra special. John chapter 9 tells of Jesus having done
that very thing.

It is important that we take note in verse 1 that the man was
blind from birth. Jesus took pity on the man and anointed his eyes
with clay and told him to go wash his eyes in the pool of Siloam. At
the end of verse 7 John very matter of factly states that the man did
as he was instructed, and he came back seeing.” How remarkable
that such a miracle could be described with no fanfare whatsoever!

Verse 10 records the beginning of what may well have been
the most questions that had ever been asked of this man who up
to now was just “that blind beggar,” but who now has become the
center of attention. The people asked how he had been made able to
see, and he told them exactly what had taken place.

It appears that the people soon reached a point where they
felt that the situation was too much for them, so they took the man
to the Pharisees (verse 13). The Pharisees proceeded to ask him the
same question. “How did you receive your sight?”” The man’s an-
swer was simple and to the point — ““He put clay on my eyes, and |
washed, and | see” (verse 15).

Some of the Pharisees said that Jesus could not possibly be
from God, having violated the Sabbath by doing this act on the Sab-
bath. However, other Pharisees were honest enough to question
how such a miracle could be performed by a sinner. Thus, there was
a significant division among them (verses 14 and 16).

The next move by the Jews was to quiz the parents of the
man, doubting that he had actually been born blind (verse 18ff.).
This poor man had been unable to see all of his life, but we now
find that he had another major problem — his parents loved their
standing in the synagogue much more than they loved him (verse
22). Refusing to get involved, they chose instead to just throw their
own son to the Pharisee wolves — ““He is of age; ask him”” (verses
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21 and 23). The Jews then confronted the man, trying to intimidate
him, telling him to glorify God by denying that this so-called sinful
man, Jesus, performed this miracle (verse 24), but he was relentless.

Verse 25 is indeed a jewel! This fellow may not have had
much education, but he displayed an ability to determine what is
really important — ““One thing | know; that though | was blind,
now | see.” This marks the beginning of a progression of boldness
and courage, even aggressiveness, as the man grows more and more
weary of their refusal to face the facts and admit that Jesus actually
gave him his sight. He is astounded by their admission that they
don’t even know where Jesus is from, yet He performed this great
miracle (verses 29 and 30)!

This incredible man even proceeds to preach a short sermon
to the Jewish leaders, thought by many to be the Sanhedrin itself
(verses 30-33). His lack of fear is amazing, and he shows himself
to be a man of some understanding of God. The man’s disregard for
the leaders and his audacity in speaking derisively to them certainly
did not go unnoticed by those proud leaders. Their immediate reac-
tion to his little sermon was to cast him out (verse 34).

Up to this point this man had lived his entire life in complete
physical darkness, but he didn’t have much trouble at all in coming
to see Jesus for who He really was, that is, “the light of the world™
(verse 5).

This was an honest man. He was willing to change his think-
ing when confronted with additional information. Notice the pro-
gression of his faith. In verse 11 he simply refers to Jesus as “A man
called Jesus.” Inverse 17 he called Jesus ““a prophet.” After Jesus
explained that He was the Son of God, verse 38 says the man told
Jesus, “Lord, I believe!”” He then proceeded to worship Him. This
was indeed a man of character.

Some Lessons for Us
(1) This man born blind came to see things that others were
blinded to. The more he was exposed to Jesus, the more impressed
he was. The more he saw and heard from Jesus, the more convinced

86



he was of the greatness, the uniqueness, and the divinity of Jesus.
(2) This man gave us a most impressive example of courage to stand
for right and against wrong. (3) He further displayed an unusual
willingness to embrace truth.

I, for one, am deeply grateful for this most unforgettable
Bible character!

Religious Strictness

During a recent visit with a friend of mine, he referred to
a religious group in our area that is considered to be rather quaint
in their beliefs and practices. He then added something like this:
“They are very strict, much like the ‘Church of Christ.”” 1’m confi-
dent that he didn’t say this as either a criticism or a compliment — it
was merely his honest personal observation and assessment.

I have since thought about my friend’s comment several
times. From my perspective, | certainly would not equate our be-
liefs and practices with those of the religious body to which he lik-
ened us. | believe that my friend lacks a sufficient understanding of
the Lord’s church; otherwise, his assessment would be somewhat
different from what he stated.

While my feelings were not all favorable with respect to my
friend’s comment, | did feel good that he at least understands that
the church of Christ does exercise some degree of religious strict-
ness. 1I’m glad that he does not perceive us as teaching, endors-
ing, or condoning just any and every doctrine or practice that comes
along. He knows that we are trying to adhere to what the Bible
says, rather than polling the community or society in general prior to
determining what we will sanction or approve. He sees that we are
more restrictive and less moderate in our interpretation and applica-
tion of the Scriptures than his own religious group.

Neither the church nor any individual Christian has author-
ity to make any compromises relative to any commands or guide-
lines outlined in God’s Word. To be uncompromising in this regard
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should be viewed as commendable; however, it is not uncommon
for such a stance to result in Christians (or the church as a whole)
being classified as “hard-nosed” or “obstinate.”

Just a casual reading of the New Testament would be suf-
ficient to reveal that the apostle Paul was definitely uncompromis-
ing, both before and after becoming a Christian. However, it is also
evident that he was a very passionate and compassionate person.
Please note an episode recorded in Acts chapter 20. Verses 17-38
record a meeting that Paul had with the elders of the church from
Ephesus. Among other things, he tells them in verse 25 that they
will not see him again during his or their lifetime. He then states,
“Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of
all men. For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel
of God” (verses 26-27).

Observation: Paul readily admits to having been uncom-
promising with respect to the faithful declaration of the whole (the
entire) counsel (inspired Word) of God. This staunch proclaimer
of the truth used some of his closing words to these church shep-
herds to warn that very soon various brethren, even some of them,
would depart from the truth and bring in destructive heresies and
perverse teachings (verses 28-30). Notice now the tenderness and
compassion of Paul that is exposed in verse 31: “Therefore watch,
and remember that for three years | did not cease to warn everyone
night and day with tears.”” Surely we cannot fail to be drawn to the
compassion and caring of this man of God who was also so unwill-
ing to compromise God’s Word. He was unrelenting in faithfully
preaching the will of God, but he also grieved deeply when others
could not or refused to see the divine revelation.

Those elders from Ephesus knew Paul well, and their reac-
tion to what he said to them is recorded in verses 36-38: ““And when
he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.
Then they all wept freely, and fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him,
sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would
see his face no more. And they accompanied him to the ship.”
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This look at Paul should serve as a pattern for the church in
how to keep our “strictness” equivalent to that of God. We are not at
liberty to either loosen or tighten the bonds of Scripture (Deuteron-
omy 4:2; 12:32; Revelation 22:18-19). Paul declared that we are to
speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15), making it clear that attitude
and motive are critically important in practicing religious strictness.
This is further borne out by his inspired admonition in Galatians 6:1,
“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiri-
tual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself
lest you also be tempted.” Paul repeatedly teaches the necessity of
our avoiding and calling attention to sinful practices, yet he never
even hints that doing so with a belligerent manner is acceptable to
the Lord.

May God help us to do our best to be strict to the same de-
gree and in the same manner as commanded by the Bible and exem-
plified by Paul.

“.Buf As For Me And My House..”

Surely we have all been impressed with some of the state-
ments made by outstanding statesmen of the world in times past.
Included among the more notable ones are Patrick Henry’s “Give
me liberty or give me death,” Winston Churchill’s “I have nothing
to give but blood, sweat, and tears,” and Henry Clay’s “I’d rather be
right than be President.” Such words of commitment and exhorta-
tion have helped countries and causes to be victorious instead of
suffering defeat.

As great as these proclamations of courage and dedication
were and are, they do not measure up to the significance of many
declarations found in the Bible. It would be hard to find one more
inspiring than a statement by Joshua in his farewell speech to the
people of God just before his death. In Joshua chapter 24 the faith-
ful leader of the Israelites reminds them of all that God had done
for them and their ancestors, delivering them from their enemies
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and providing all their needs for them, including a special land in
which to live. He then proceeds to tell them that they have a great
decision to make; are you going to serve pagan gods, as your fathers
did at times, or are you going to render loyal service to the God who
has delivered you and lovingly provided for you? Then, in the last
part of verse 15, Joshua makes this great statement of commitment,
dedication, and determination — “...but as for me and my house,
we will serve Jehovah.”

Joshua was able to make this remarkable declaration be-
cause of his great love for God, his Israelite brethren, and his fam-
ily. His words were prompted by his deep gratitude to the Lord for
all that He had done for Joshua and all those he loved. Surely more
of us would join with Joshua in these words if we understood what
Joshua understood. Surely few of us would drift very far away from
the Lord while fully comprehending all that He has done for us and
continues to do for us.

It’s one thing to make a commitment for ourselves, but it’s
quite another thing to make a commitment for others. How could
Joshua speak for his family when he said, “...but as for me and my
house....”? He could do so in the sense that he was determined to
do all within his power to see to it that his family members were as
committed to faithfully serving the Lord as he was. His loved ones
still had the freedom of choice; they could become like pagan na-
tions around them if they so chose, but it would not happen without
his having made every possible effort to get them to share his deep
love and gratitude for God.

Many more husbands and fathers need to follow Joshua’s
example. An alarming number of families, even Christian families,
are in great need of spiritual repair. God has given the husbands and
fathers the major responsibility in such matters, as is clearly shown
in Ephesians 5:22 — 6:4.

Perhaps there is an even greater need for more elders and
preachers who will fearlessly take their stand with Joshua and echo
his commitment. It is a very elementary fact that no group, religious
or otherwise, will ever succeed beyond the level of its leadership.
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The church of the Lord absolutely must have men as its leaders who
will duplicate the determination of Joshua to stand with and for God,
regardless of the opposition, even if the opposition should some-
times come from within the church itself. Satan will never make
it easy for God’s people to loyally serve the Lord, and at times he
even uses some of God’s own people, as was true in Bible times, to
lead the church astray. As a result, there is perhaps a greater need
then ever before for elders who will lovingly and boldly live up to
the words of such notable passages as Acts 20:28-31; 1 Timothy
3:4,5, and Titus 1:9-16. Preachers, too, are called to be faithful to
the admonitions of such passages as 2 Timothy 4:1-5 and Titus 2:1,
just to name a few.

Knowing that each one of us will one day be called before
the Lord in judgment, dare we live our lives now with less of a com-
mitment to Him and His Word than that of His loyal servant Joshua?
May God’s children everywhere dedicate themselves fully to Him
and to the furtherance of His great cause here on the earth. Let’s be
sure that God can depend on us.

Silenice =

Both Soothing and Deafening

Isn’t silence wonderful at times! It just seems as though
there are times when our ears can get tired, just like our arms, legs,
and back. After being bombarded with excessive noise, the sooth-
ing effect of silence can become a highly treasured blessing. In His
humanity, even Jesus encountered this feeling. The Bible records
various instances of His leaving the crowds for the opportunity to
recuperate from the stress and turmoil in solitude and silence. He
cherished those times when He could separate Himself from the
multitudes and commune in quietness with the Father. Jesus urged
His apostles to follow His example, as in Mark 6:30-32. Yes, si-
lence can most assuredly be an oasis in the desert of life.
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It is strangely true, however, that silence can sometimes be
just as deafening as it is soothing at other times. There most defi-
nitely are times when silence is not what is needed, when it is totally
inappropriate. This is verified by the wise and inspired words of
Solomon when he said that there is “a time to keep silence, and
a time to speak™ (Ecclesiastes 3:7). Nevertheless, this raises the
significant problem of determining when to be silent and when to
speak. Please consider with me some situations in which the Scrip-
tures call for our silence to be broken.

In the 30" Psalm, David reacts to the goodness of God in
delivering him from trouble. David gratefully says, “I will extol
You, O Lord, for You have lifted me up... To the end that my glory
may sing praise to You and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give
thanks to You forever” (verses 1 and 12). In addition, he urges all
of God’s children to “Sing praise to the Lord, you saints of His, And
give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name” (verse 4). The
New Testament urges the same response to the goodness of God:
“Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise
to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name”
(Hebrews 13:15). The children of God must never be silent regard-
ing the praise that is due to Him.

May the silence be broken by our standing up for what is
right. Oh, that the Lord’s people today would echo the sentiments
of Peter and John as they adamantly declared, ““Whether it is right in
the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. For
we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts
4:19-20). This same commitment is greatly needed in the church
now. Elders and preachers especially are called upon to lead the
church in standing with the Lord, regardless of the unpopularity that
can result. Should those in positions of leadership fail to break the
silence and speak up for what is right, however, that will not excuse
any of the rest of us from courageously standing with our true Lead-
er. The church of today, if it is to duplicate the boldness and concern
of the early church, must be able to say with Paul, “For | have not
shunned to declare to you all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).
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Let us also never allow the existence of the deafening si-
lence, which occurs when Christians fail to stand against that which
is wrong. Standing for the right and standing against the wrong are
indeed closely related, but they are not exactly the same. True con-
viction and courage are required in both situations, but I believe that
it requires even greater fortitude and defiance of danger to speak out
in opposition to that which is wrong. With today’s spirit of tolerance,
most anything can be advocated without the threat of reprisal or social
rejection. It’s usually allowed in the name of “the freedom of speech.”

Breaking the silence by openly opposing something or some-
one is quite another matter. Many in the world, as well as some even
in the church, are generally exceptionally tolerant, but their tolerance
becomes intolerance toward any who dare to speak up in an effort to
show that an idea, a philosophy, or an action is in violation to God’s
will. What are Christians to do? Are we to compromise the truth in
order to “get along”? Certainly not! We must speak with both our ac-
tions and our words in opposition to those things which God Himself
opposes. We can know what those are by reading His Book. Silence
can indeed be golden, but it also is sometimes just plain yellow.

Silence can be either soothing or deafening, depending on
the situation. May we all courageously and boldly stand both for the
truth and against error, but let us always ““speak the truth in love”
(Ephesians 4:15).

Competition and Victory

I read once about an outstanding college football player who
later played professional football. After his college graduation, his
coach asked for his help in recruiting some players for the school.
He asked the coach just what kind of players he wanted him to re-
cruit to play there. The coach said, “Well, Mike, you know, there
are some players that, when they get knocked down, they just stay
down.” Mike said, “We don’t want that kind, do we, Coach?!” The
coach replied, “No, Mike, we don’t want that kind.”
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The coach then said, “You know, Mike, there are some other
guys that, when they get knocked down, they get back up, you knock
them down again, but they don’t get up again.” Mike said, “We’re not
looking for that kind of players either, are we, Coach?” The coach an-
swered, “No, Mike, that’s not the kind of players we are looking for.”

Then the coach said, “You know, Mike, there are some other
players that get knocked down and get up, get knocked down again, and
get up again, and get knocked down again, and get up again.” Mike’s
enthusiasm and football toughness and competiveness started really
coming alive, and he said, “That’s the kind of player we’re looking for,
isn’t it, Coach?!” The coach responded, “No, Mike, it isn’t. We’re
looking for the guy who is knocking everybody down!”

In the game of football, regardless of the age level and the
level of competition involved, we do want the guys who can knock
everybody else down. We may even want to BE those guys! But,
when it comes to spiritual matters, God isn’t looking for that kind
of performer, is He? The Lord doesn’t want or need folks whose
motive is to flatten every spiritual foe. There is much more to the
“game” of eternal life than the merciless destruction of everyone
who may get in our path as we strive for the victory.

Satan is the one who is busy trying to knock everyone down!
““Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). He
is fearless and intimidating! But in spite of his strength and agility,
and in spite of his determination to defeat us, we cannot afford to be
like the football players who get knocked down and just stay down.

The devil will win easily if we are willing to accept defeat
because he sometimes knocks us off our feet and we just stay down,
unwilling to get back up and try harder the next time. We will defi-
nitely be losers if we don’t compete better than that.

What God wants is people who will keep on getting back
up each time Satan knocks them down. The Bible provides us with
numerous examples of folks who have been knocked off their feet
by Satan, but who were sufficiently motivated and determined to get
back up and continue to compete, even victoriously.
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Just as players on a football team are able to encourage and
motivate their teammates by their own determination and grit, espe-
cially in the face of adversity, so should we also be strengthened by
the recorded examples of those characters of courage and resolve
that we read about in the Bible. Is not our battle made easier for
us as we compare our strife with Satan with what men of God like
David, Joseph, Peter, Paul, and so many others refused to give in to?

Satan has never been known to compete fairly! The devil
is wily (Ephesians 6:11); he is the ultimate deceiver (2 Corinthians
11:14-15); he is the liar of all liars (John 8:44); he is subtle and
fraudulent (Acts 13:10); he is a murderer (John 8:44); and he is full
of perversion (Acts 13:10).

Paul wrote a lot about the battle with Satan and the fact that
it is a constant thing, but he proved that it is possible for us to win!
He wrote, “We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we
are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed...”” (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). His words
in Romans 10:31 should also serve to keep us getting back up: “...
If God is for us, who can be against us?”

Even when Satan knocks us down in death, God will enable
us to get up one more time. ““...knowing that He who raised up the
Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with
you” (2 Corinthians 4:14). Indeed, ““...we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us (Romans 8:37). Let us rejoice with Paul
as he leads us in the anthem of thanksgiving and praise, ““But thanks
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Corinthians 15:57)!

“There Is a Famimne m the Land”

Many centuries ago God spoke through His prophet Hosea
and said, ““My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge (Hosea
4:6). There is no doubt at all as to what kind of knowledge He had in
mind. He became quite specific when He stated that the people had
“forgotten the law of your God.” Could it also be said by the Lord
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that His people today are lacking in the knowledge of His law? The
answer is painfully obvious.

The church of Christ is currently experiencing much of the
same turmoil and unrest that is presently troubling many other re-
ligious groups. Instead of the cry — “What does the Bible have to
say?” — the frequently-heard call is — “This is what we want. Oth-
ers are doing this and we want to, too.”

It may well be that if the Great Physician were to exam-
ine His patients and consider the symptoms, His diagnosis would
be, “You are suffering from spiritual malnutrition. It is no wonder
that you weaken and tire so easily — you are not taking in enough
spiritual nourishment to provide the strength and vitality necessary
for adequate spiritual health.” Without partaking of enough of the
“bread of life” (God’s Word) to sustain us, we are going to be sus-
ceptible to becoming infected with ailments that we would other-
wise be able to withstand if only we had been inoculated with the
preventive powers of the inspired Word of our Physician.

However, it isn’t enough to just identify a problem and then
forget about it. We must initiate a plan for controlling the problem,
if not totally eliminating it.

Every Christian must first of all accept personal responsibil-
ity for his or her own spiritual condition. We must acknowledge the
fact that we make our own choices, including those choices relative to
whether we grow spiritually, whether we develop and mature spiritu-
ally. Our diet must give preference to that which is pure and unadul-
terated, so that we “may grow thereby unto salvation™ (1 Peter 2:2).

The apostle John urged, “Beloved do not believe every spirit,
but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false
prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1). Reflecting
upon this admonition causes us to wonder just how we might be
able to test or try the “spirits” (teachers, etc.) as to whether they are
truly of God. Without any desire to be unkind or insulting, the an-
swer is very simple. It is found in Acts 17:11, where many Jews of
Berea ““were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the
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Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.” There’s
the answer. These Bereans were not even Christians yet, but prior to
their conversion to Christ, they were “testing” or “trying” the spirits,
the spirits in this instance being Paul and Silas (verse 10).

The New Testament contains much teaching that each one of
us will be held individually accountable for our life. Notice particu-
larly Paul’s declaration in 2 Corinthians 5:10: ““For we must all ap-
pear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive
the things done in his body, according to what he has done, whether
it is good or bad.”

In spite of the truth just stated, those who are elders, or shep-
herds, or overseers, will have to give an account not only for them-
selves, but, in addition, they will bear the awesome responsibility of
having to give an account for those under their care, as is shown in
Hebrews 13:17: “Obey those who have the rule over you, and sub-
mit yourselves, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must
give account...” These men are to ““Shepherd the flock’” and serve
““as overseers™ (1 Peter 5:2). They are to ““take care of the church
of God” (1 Timothy 3:5b).

Elders, do you know your teachers and preachers, really
know them? Do you know what they believe regarding matters of
doctrine? Do you know, really know, what the teachers teach? Do
you and your fellow elders frequently attend the various classes to
observe both the teachers and students? If a teacher is found to be
teaching error, or at least planting questionable ideas in the minds of
class members, is this matter dealt with by the elders?

It may well be that there has never been a greater need for
conscientious and godly elders than exists today. We need to pray
fervently that God will give us mighty men of valor who will ““stand
in the gap” (Ezekiel 22:30) and faithfully feed the flock and con-
stantly guard the flock from any potential danger.

Christians, let’s feed on God’s Word in order that we may be
spiritually healthy; and elders, please help us all to be fed appropri-
ately while assembled together for study and worship.
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Are We Willing to Pay the Price?

Jesus invites all mankind to come to Him, to be His follow-
ers, (Matthew 11:28-30). But He does more than invite, He calls us.
He doesn’t just extend a casual invitation; rather, He asks, entreats,
implores. He truly wants everyone to accept His invitation. Unlike
so many others, though, Jesus is totally honest and forthright. He
tells us right at the beginning that there is a price to pay if we accept
His invitation.

Since there is a cost, we need to count that cost before making our
commitment to Jesus. However, we may have already become a follower
of His before realizing just what would be involved in such a relation-
ship. Whatever our situation is, we need to periodically “count the cost,”
reminding ourselves of our part of the agreement that we made with Him.
We may find ourselves asking, “Am | willing to pay the price?” If we are
not, we need to consider what our alternatives, if any, are.

The cost of being Jesus’ disciples is spelled out for us by
Jesus Himself in such passages as Matthew 16:24-26; Mark 8:34-
38; Luke 9:23-26, 57-62; 14:25-33. After carefully reading these
Scriptures, we must ask: “Am I willing to deny myself, take up my
cross (even daily), and follow Him?”

Among other things, one who follows Jesus is subject to ridi-
cule, rejection, misrepresentation, disappointment, and discourage-
ment. (1) Ridicule is likely one of the more difficult things that a
Christian is called upon to endure. No one likes to be the subject of
sarcasm, disdain, contempt, scorn, or mockery — but this sometimes
comes with identifying oneself with Jesus Christ, who Himself was
subjected to much more reproach than any of us will ever witness. (2)
Rejection. Trying to live like and for Jesus can sometimes cause us
to be cast out by former friends and associates, relatives, co-workers,
etc. Our task then is to decide who is most important to us. In decid-
ing, it is well for us to remember that Jesus said His followers must
put Him first, ahead of friends, material goods, even our dearest fam-
ily members. (3) Misrepresentation. Isn’t it hard when folks depict
us in ways that are unfair and unjust! Yet, Jesus became very familiar
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with this kind of treatment, and He said that ““a disciple is not above
his teacher, nor a servant above his master”” (Matthew 10:24). (4)
Disappointment is part of following Jesus. People and events occa-
sionally (or even frequently) disappoint us in that we don’t always see
the traits of Jesus in others, and we don’t understand when it seems
that God is no longer really in charge. He seems to be allowing bad
people to be in control and bad things to happen. (5) Discourage-
ment. It most certainly can be disheartening and discouraging when
we see that good does not always prevail over evil, when we see even
our brethren in Christ at times not living as they should, yet they often
times are more accepted and highly regarded than others who are try-
ing hard to live as Jesus teaches in His Word. Yes, if we are truly His
followers, we will even suffer persecution. “Yes, and all who desire
to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12).
Following Jesus involves a cross — our cross. It involves sur-
render, and this is never easy. It is always difficult to forsake our own will
in favor of the will of another, but Jesus says that this is part of the price.
We cannot have the Christ of the cross without the cross of self-denial.
The devil is not going to allow it to be easy to serve the Lord
(1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 10:12). This is part of the price to be paid.
Let us remember, though, that we are not in this situation all by our-
selves. The words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 ought to be a real
source of encouragement and rejuvenation for the disciples of Christ.
Paul says that God is the source of all comfort, giving comfort in the
midst of tribulation. He even states that suffering can bring about
consolation and salvation. Remember, too, that every temptation by
Satan is accompanied by a way of escape, courtesy of God (1 Corin-
thians 10:13). In addition, Jesus has promised to be with His follow-
ers ““always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
Yes, it does cost to be a Christian, and we need to consider that
cost, but we need to also consider the cost of not being a Christian.
Christian friends, we made a commitment — let’s keep it.
Non-Christian friends, you need desperately to make the commit-
ment. You can keep it. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit will do
their part in helping you to keep it. You can do it. Do it.
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Principles and Direct Commands

It’s true that we don’t understand everything in the Bible, but
we still can and must hold to the principle that the Bible is God’s in-
spired Word, and that it is our only authority. This principle is made
clear by such Scriptures as Matthew 28:18, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, and
2 Peter 1:20-21. Adhering to and abiding by this major principle
will help us to more consistently let God guide us in making our
decisions and choices.

In those times when we are unsure about a question, a doctrine,
or a practice, we must cling to what we already know from the Scrip-
tures which may have application to the matter under consideration.

It has often been said that “the Bible is its own best com-
mentary.” It is critically important that we realize that any part of
the Bible must be understood in relation to the overall teaching of
the Bible. We see from 2 Timothy 3:16-17 that the Scriptures claim
to provide for man everything that he needs for his religious in-
struction. The Bible cannot be what it claims to be and be self-
contradictory. It cannot make conflicting pronouncements. It must
agree with itself. This is one of those exceedingly important biblical
principles.

The Bible Doesn't Say, “Thou Shalt Not. ..”

Sometimes it is contended that the absence of a specific

command in the Bible that either prescribes or prohibits something
gives us the liberty to deal with that matter in whatever way we
choose — but the absence of a specific prohibition in the Bible never
automatically allows an action. For example:

(1) Where does the Bible ever say, “Thou shalt not engage
in drug abuse? It doesn’t ever mention drug abuse, but it does
condemn such a practice... through biblical principles. For ex-
ample, please read carefully those fundamental principles which
are noted at the conclusion below.

(2] Where is the Bible verse that says, “Thou shalt not use
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cookies and milk at the Lord’s Supper”? No such verse can be found
in the Bible, can it?! But, the absence of a direct condemnation in
no way excuses or authorizes such a practice. The Lord’s specifica-
tion of the unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine that He wanted
to be used automatically eliminates the need for any “Thou shalt
not’s” with respect to any other proposed elements.

Any number of other examples could be given, but again,
the absence of such commands does not mean that these matters are
totally ignored by Scripture. Any time that the Bible tells us what
to do it inherently also tells us what not to do. Anything that is in-
consistent with a biblical instruction regarding what to do cannot be
acceptable to God.

Often prohibitions and positive commands are covered by
broad principles, such as what we call “The Golden Rule” in Mat-
thew 7:12, wherein the Lord Jesus said, “Therefore, whatever you
want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and
the Prophets.” It wouldn’t take any of us very long to enumerate
several situations where this principle of behavior would most defi-
nitely be applicable. Other such broad principles are found in the
Bible, principles with a host of applications, but without a detailed
list. The Lord expects His people to use common sense in making
appropriate use of these general principles.

We must realize that the principles contained in the Bible
reveal much more of what God deems as right or wrong than the
direct commands that are recorded in the Bible. For the Bible to
contain a special direct command governing everything that is either
good or evil would require a volume so large that it would be dif-
ficult to even carry such a Bible!

Insisting on the citing of a specific verse which explicitly
condemns something that we want to do is sometimes an effort to
get freedom to do what we already know is questioned by many
and is controversial in nature, but what we may very well plan to
do regardless. This kind of thinking is somewhat reminiscent of the
thinking and actions exhibited by some toward Jesus. Let’s look at
just three such instances:
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(1) Luke 11:14-15 — (the seeking of another sign)

“And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it
was, when the demon had gone out, that the mute spoke; and the
multitudes marveled. But some of them said, ‘He casts out demons
by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” Others, testing Him, sought
from Him a sign from heaven (emphasis added). Please notice
that to some people only one miracle is insufficient as proof of iden-
tity, power, or authority.

(2] John 6:1-14, 22-30 — (immediately after witnessing
Christ’s miracle of feeding 5,000)

“Therefore they said to Him, “‘What sign will You perform
then, that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do?””
(emphasis added). It seems obvious that it would not have made
any difference in those folks’ obedience had Jesus performed sev-
eral more miracles. Their minds were already made up.

(3] Luke 16:19-31 — (the parable of the rich man and Lazarus)

The rich man and Lazarus were dead, and the rich man im-
plored Abraham to send Lazarus to testify to his living brothers so
that they could escape the place of torment. Notice verses 29-31:
“Abraham said to him, ‘“They have Moses and the prophets; let them
hear them.” And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.” But he said to him, “If they
do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded
though one rise from the dead’”” (emphasis added).

The presence of a direct command or example doesn’t al-
ways make much more of an impact on us than more signs would
have made on those who witnessed the miracles of Jesus or might
have heard from the dead. If we refuse to follow basic Bible prin-
ciples we will very possibly also ignore any direct commands as
well.

A look again at just a few of the basic fundamental principles
in the Bible that are relative to Christian behavior should be helpful.

* 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 = “Test all things; hold fast
what is good. Abstain from every form of evil.”
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* 1 Cowinthians 6:19-20 = ““Or do you not know that your
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own. For you were bought at a price; there-
fore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

* Ephesians 5:11 = “And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.”

* Ephesians #:27 = “...neither give place to the devil.”

* Philippians 1:9-10 = “And this | pray, that your love
may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment,
that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be
sincere and without offense till the day of Christ.”

* 1 Corinthians 10:31 = “Therefore, whether you eat or
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”

In any quest for a loophole in an effort to do anything that
is not clearly approved by God we should also give great consider-
ation to the consequence of our example and influence as a Chris-
tian. Read carefully Matthew 5:16 and 18:6.

It would behoove us all to be more aware of and obedient to
both the COMMANDS and PRINCIPLES contained in God’s Word.

Those Bereans and Thessalonians

A very notable verse of Scripture is found in Acts 17. Here
we find Paul preaching to both Jews and Gentiles in Berea. Luke
compliments the Bereans as he says in 17:11: “These were more
fair-minded (noble-KJV) than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures
daily to find out whether these things were so.”” Notice that Luke
calls them *“noble” or “fair-minded,” and he bases his assessment of
them on two actions taken by them:

(1) They “received the Word with all readiness.”
(2] They “searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so.”
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Now let’s go over to 1 Thessalonians. Luke has just told us
in Acts 17:11 that the Thessalonians didn’t measure up to the Bere-
ans. However, as we read Paul’s letter to the Christians of Thessa-
lonica, we must conclude that the comparison in Acts 17 was with
the unbelieving Jews of Thessalonica, and not with those who be-
came Christians there. | call your attention particularly to 1 Thessa-
lonians 2:13; ““For this reason we also thank God without ceasing,
because when you received the word of God which you heard from
us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the
word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.” Paul
makes it very clear just why it is that he esteems them so highly —
their acceptance of and attitude toward the Word of God, the Bible.
Surely it is obvious that the church today needs to emulate those
who became Christians in both Berea and Thessalonica by being
careful students of God’s Word. We owe it, both to ourselves and
to the Lord, to weigh and measure all that we hear and read by the
standard of the Bible.

Sometimes well-meaning folks may want to see some thing
or idea implemented in a congregation, and when it is objected to,
their defensive response may be, “What’s wrong with it?” | want
to kindly suggest that that is the wrong question. | believe that the
more proper question would be, “Is it authorized by the Bible?” We
must have biblical support for our beliefs and practices.

Those who preach and teach will certainly be held account-
able for what they say (James 3:1). We as hearers are also respon-
sible for comparing what we hear with what the Bible says on the
subject. If the Bible endorses the teaching, we are obligated to ac-
cept it. If the teaching is in conflict with the Bible, we must reject it.

Most unfortunately, it continues to be true in the 21% century
just as it was in the 1 century, that there are occasionally those who
are not so well-meaning who come along with new doctrines and
plans in an effort to gain followers for themselves, rather than for
Christ. This is not merely a charge that comes from rash and harsh
self-righteous judgmentalism — it is a factual reality borne out in
Scripture. If we are faithful to the example of the Bereans and Thes-
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salonians, we will already be familiar with the heart-rending warn-
ing that the apostle Paul stated regarding not only false teachers in
general, but even regarding elders in the church, as he poured out his
heart to the elders of the Ephesus congregation in Acts 20:27-31:

“For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole coun-
sel of God. Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd
the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. For
I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also from yourselves men will
rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after
themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three years |
did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.”

In the Old Testament both Isaiah (30:10) and Jeremiah (12:6)
told of some folks who desired ““smooth words.”” We all like to hear
those words that are smooth, that are soothing to our ears. We can
sometimes eat something that really tastes great when we eat it, but
it may cause indigestion for hours afterwards. Smooth words can
likewise sound really great when we hear them, but they may cause
us untold heartache later. The words of the Lord are truth, and are
not always smooth.

I’m sure that many of us have heard the saying that “attitude
determines altitude,” and there’s a lot of truth in that. Let me sug-
gest that attitude will also determine our eternal destiny. This begins
with our attitude toward God’s Inspired Word. May God help us all
to be fully committed to letting the Bible be our sole authority in all
matters pertaining to Christianity.

In Defense of Thomas

Ask most people who are familiar at all with the New Tes-
tament character named Thomas what they remember about him,
and the answer will quite likely be that he was a doubter — he was
“Doubting Thomas.” Writers of both the past and present have been
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highly critical and accusative regarding this apostle of Jesus. Not
only has he been classified as a doubter, he has been characterized as
having been rather dull of mind and as being noted for his persistent
pessimism and gloominess. Notice these two samples of published
assessments of this man:

*  “If ever a dismal, somber note was to be struck, you could
depend on Thomas to strike it.”

*  “Thomas is very much to be blamed for his unbelief, in that
he compares very unfavorably with the rest of the Upper
Room.”

One of the most highly treasured tenets of the American ju-
dicial system is that a person is presumed to be innocent until proven
guilty. The jury is still out as to whether Thomas has been given the
benefit of any doubt regarding his being guilty of being a “doubter.”

Hmmm. Is doubting all this man ever did? Did he always
see the clouds and never the sunshine? Do the Scriptures not record
anything else about Thomas? Does the Bible itself refer to him by
this name?

This little essay is not an effort to prove that Thomas’ faith
never wavered, but it is an effort to show that in spite of whatever
weaknesses he had, Thomas was still a man of outstanding faith and
courage, a man who at times exhibited more commitment than any
of the other apostles. | believe that “Doubting Thomas” is hardly a
fair assessment of his life as revealed in the Bible.

More than any other, the event that has resulted in the wide-
spread critical assessment of Thomas is found in John 20:19-25.
The setting is this: Jesus had been raised from the tomb on Sunday
morning. That evening the disciples (apostles) were together, and
Jesus unexpectedly joined them. He showed them His wounded
hands and side. However, Thomas was not there — he was missing.
When the other apostles told him later that they had seen Jesus, he
responded: ““Unless | see in His hands the print of the nails, put my
finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, |
will not believe™ (verse 25). This does sound rather incriminating,
doesn’t it? However, why should he immediately accept their state-
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ment as absolute proof? They had been mistaken about the appear-
ance of Jesus when He walked upon the water of the Sea of Galilee
(Matthew 14:22,23). Thomas might well think that they could be
mistaken again.

Why had Thomas missed the meeting? The others were
there. Why wasn’t Thomas there? This is a fair question. Here is
the only available biblical answer: The Bible doesn’t tell us. Noth-
ing at all is recorded as to Thomas’ whereabouts while the others
were with Jesus. Is it necessary to assume the worst possible reason
for Thomas’ absence? Yes, it is entirely possible that his faith was
severely shaken, but it is also surely within the realm of possibility
that he was engaged in a quite legitimate endeavor. We have no
information at all as to what Thomas was doing at the time, why he
was doing it, or where he was doing it. In spite of this total lack of
information, countless writers and others have felt quite at liberty
to speculate with considerable assertiveness as to why Thomas was
missing from that assembly. Here are just a couple of the many criti-
cal claims that have been made as to why Thomas was not present;

*  “If he had ever dreamed that Jesus would be there, of course
he would not have missed it; but he expected the meeting to
be a very dull affair.”

*  “He was missing because he had lost hope.”

Isn’t it sad that such severe statements are made based solely
upon vivid imagination and groundless speculation?

It is noteworthy that the other apostles doubted before be-
ing presented with the same kind of evidence for the resurrection
of Jesus that Thomas demanded. Before Thomas saw Jesus in the
flesh on the following Sunday, they saw the wounds in His body.
That is why they believed. Before they saw Him they were meeting
behind doors that were closed because of their fear of the Jews (John
20:19). They were both fearful and unbelieving, yet only Thomas
has come to be known almost exclusively as a doubter. They be-
lieved only after they saw the same evidence that Thomas demanded
to see (20:20).
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This same Thomas was apparently the only one of the twelve
who voiced the courage and conviction to go with Jesus back to the
area of Bethany and Jerusalem after the death of Lazarus, express-
ing a readiness and willingness to die an anticipated death with and
for the Lord (John 11:1-16). | wonder why it wouldn’t be at least as
appropriate to call this man “Courageous Thomas.”

Perhaps it would be more nearly correct to label Thomas as
a questioner rather than a doubter. He deserves some consideration
for his willingness to express his concerns and ask his questions
while the others hid theirs in their silence. He wasn’t too proud
to admit his lack of knowledge and understanding. He has been
criticized for his words to Jesus in John 14:5, where he admitted his
confusion about what Jesus was saying, but please notice the words
of Philip in verse 8, ““Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient
for us.” Philip certainly displayed a lack of perception after having
been so closely associated with Jesus for nearly three years, yet he
has not been “labeled” in a derogatory manner because of it, and that
is as it should be.

Thomas appears to have been an independent thinker, one
who possessed a searching mind. He seems to have been ready and
willing to accept new information and new evidence. He was one
who pursued further knowledge upon which to base his beliefs and
his actions.

Thomas did not refuse to believe — he refused to accept as
fact the resurrected Jesus without seeing the evidence for himself
(John 20:25). Is that all bad? Should we not base our faith on the
evidence rather than putting all of our trust in someone else’s be-
liefs? Thomas was honest, his faith was indeed his faith, the result
of personal thinking and examining. Reasonable doubt can result in
greatly deepened faith.

Upon seeing the evidence, this man of God was not the least
bit slow to acknowledge the reality of Jesus’ resurrection. In fact,
his immediate response upon seeing the resurrected wounded body
of the Lord is surely the most memorable single declaration of faith
in the deity of Christ found in the entire Bible — “My Lord and my
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God!” (verse 28). How remarkable that this matchless exclama-
tion came from the heart and lips of one who has been maligned for
centuries as a weak and despondent doubter!

Thomas was, without a doubt, less than the Lord preferred
him to be at times, just as were the other apostles, but he deserves
to be remembered more for his heroic service and readiness to lay
down his life for his Savior than for any temporary doubts that he
may have had.

If only the church today were filled with servants of the cali-
ber of this godly man!

God and His Wonrd

The Bible tells us about a man names Jeroboam. Please no-
tice this description of him in 1 Kings 11:28: “And the man Je-
roboam was a mighty man of valor; and Solomon saw the young
man that he was industrious...”

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have been mentioned in the Bi-
ble in such an honorable way? Jeroboam was an outstanding young
man. He was one who got people’s attention because of his excel-
lent qualities. He was so admired by the people that they even made
him their king!

However, it is quite noteworthy that Jeroboam came to be
known as ““Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.”” This
statement is made about Jeroboam some 14 times in the Old Testament!

What happened? What changes occurred in his life to cause
Jeroboam to become known for leading his own people, his na-
tion, into sin? Here is the answer: Jeroboam took it upon himself to
change God’s instructions, God’s laws. (Read 1 Kings 12:25-33.)
Not even a king had the right to do such a thing.

Now let’s turn our attention away from Jeroboam and his ter-
rible sin for a moment. What a great blessing we have in being able
to read the Bible for ourselves and learn what God wants from us
and for us. There is a problem that comes with this wonderful bless-
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ing, though. The problem is that there is responsibility involved.
Because God has made it possible for us to know His Word and His
will, He expects us to take advantage of that opportunity. He has
given us intellect, making us able to read and to understand what we
read; He has given us the Bible, making it possible for us to know
all that is necessary for us to please and honor Him.

We must be like the Bereans of Acts 17:11, who were not
even Christians yet, but they understood the wisdom and necessity
of verifying what they were being taught. Sure, it takes some time
and effort to search the Scriptures. However, if our goal is to be
pleasing to God, we will be more than willing to make the necessary
investment of time and effort. We will do it because of our respect
and love for Him, and we will also do it because of our determina-
tion to be correct in our understanding of Him and His Word. This
is vitally important. Our eternity depends upon it!

It doesn’t matter who it is that is doing the preaching or
teaching. We still must search the Scriptures to see if what is being
taught is so. If the Bible does support it, surely we must also.

The great apostle Paul knew that the message, not the mes-
senger, is what is important. In 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 he said,

And |, brethren, when | came to you, did not come with ex-
cellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of
God. For I determined not to know anything among you except
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. And | was with you in weakness,
in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching
were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in
the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

God said, “Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil”” (Ex-
odus 23:2). What the majority think or do may very well influence
us, but the truth is not influenced — it remains stable and immov-
able. It is so important that we allow ourselves to be led only by
the truth and not by either the persuasive words of men or what the
majority believes or desires.

Please do not misunderstand — not all who have the ability
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to speak with great persuasiveness are doing so in an effort to lead
anyone into error or away from God. Not at all. However, we need
to realize that we are most vulnerable to being misled when listening
to one who is a very gifted, powerful, and persuasive speaker. It is
appropriate to admire and respect his ability, but we must be careful
that we not allow ourselves to assume that just because he says a
thing, and says it very persuasively, his message does not need to be
measured against the standard of the truth, the Bible.

Jeroboam defied God by making the changes that he did in
the worship of God. How shocking that the created would dare to
disregard the will of the Creator! Certainly no one since the time
of Jeroboam has qualified himself/herself to change God’s laws.
Surely we do not want to be in the position of defying God because
of our ignoring or changing what He has said in His Word.

Open Our Eyes, Lord

The Word of God is just so full of things that are imminently
pertinent and important for our personal application that we cannot
possibly commit them all to memory. It becomes quite evident that
we need periodic reminders that confront us again and again with
these inspired messages that can provide substantial assistance to us
on our daily journey through life.

God, in His matchless wisdom, dictated that throughout the
Old Testament period His people were to be given regular remind-
ers of His promises to them, of His love and concern for them, and
of their responsibilities. Throughout the New Testament we see a
continuation of His emphasis of our need to be reminded of our
blessings and responsibilities, and His inspired spokesmen call at-
tention to specific commands and principles, repeating them again
and again.

One of the means that God has commanded to be used in the
church to combat our forgetfulness of His will for us is the use of
congregational singing. Paul, in Colossians 3:16, wrote that we are
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to “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teach-
ing and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”” Thus, if our
singing is as it is intended to be, it will (among other things) serve to
assist us in teaching, admonishing, reminding, and helping each other.

We need to greatly appreciate the marvelous ability that only
a few people possess to write the great songs that help us to worship
God acceptably. Many of our songs are the result of the influence
of specific portions of Scripture that stirred the heart and soul of the
songwriter to the extent that he or she felt a great need to express his
or her emotions and thoughts in verse and music. One such verse
in the Old Testament is found in Psalm 119:18, where the psalm-
ist beseeches the Heavenly Father, “Open my eyes, that | may see
wondrous things from Your law.” | don’t know the history of the
writing of this song, but I am confident that this verse served as the
inspiration for Clara H. Scott way back in 1895 when she wrote both
the words and the music to the wonderful song, “Open My Eyes,
That | May See.” Ms. Scott was undoubtedly sensitive to the sig-
nificance of the words from the psalm as she wrote:

Open my eyes, that | may see glimpses of truth Thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp, and set me free.
Silently now | wait for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see;

Open my eyes, illumine me, Savior divine!

Open my ears, that | may hear voices of truth Thou sendest clear;
And while the wavenotes fall on my ear, ev'rything else will disappear.
Silently now | wait for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see;
Open my ears, illumine me, Savior divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth ev'rywhere;
Open my heart, and let me prepare love with Thy children thus to share.
Silently now | wait for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see;
Open my heart, illumine me, Savior Divine!

These heartfelt expressions ought to comprise our daily
prayer, that the Lord would indeed open our eyes, our ears, and our
heart to the truth of His Law.
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It is my assumption that this same verse of Scripture pro-
vided the impetus for Robert Cull’s writing of the short, but very
touching song, “Open Our Eyes, Lord.”

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus,
To reach out and touch Him, and say that we love Him.
Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen,
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.

May we all be more attentive to the reminders that can keep
our focus on Jesus, who can lead us from earth to heaven.
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True Worship

The subject of worship is currently the center of a great deal
of attention and controversy in the Lord’s church and in many of the
denominations. Certainly this matter of worship should be of seri-
ous concern to all who desire to please God and who want to be His
children.

Surely any study of true worship must include consideration
of the words of Jesus in John 4:23,24, where the Lord said, “But the
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to wor-
ship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship
in spirit and truth.” True worship thus involves both the attitude
of the worshipper (““worship in spirit™) and the content of the wor-
ship (*“in truth™).

Romans 15:4 states that “‘whatever things were written be-
fore were written for our learning, that we through the patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” With that in mind, we
see from Genesis chapter 4 that the first record of worship contains
the fact that one of the two worshippers did not worship acceptably.
God prescribed acceptable worship, and Cain dared to change it.
Abel’s worship was ““by faith™ (Hebrews 11:4), and his faith came
from heeding the Word of God (Romans 10:17). Instructions for
worship during the time of the tabernacle and the temple were out-
lined in detail by God. Nothing was left to personal preference or
guesswork. The New Testament makes it clear what God regards as
acceptable worship now.

Please note that from the beginning God has looked upon
violation of His revealed will regarding worship as a very serious
matter. As examples, let me refer you to Cain’s unacceptable wor-
ship (Genesis 4), Nadab and Abihu’s offering of strange fire (Leviti-
cus 10), the Pharisees’ making a show of their worship and religion,
and the worship abuses by the Christians at Corinth (1 Corinthians
11,14).
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The purpose of biblical worship is to exalt God. It is not
intended to put attention on any man, nor is it designed primarily to
provide blessings for the worshippers. Edification occurs, but it is
not of first importance. Those who truly worship are indeed blessed,
but this is a by-product, not the planned result.

| fully understand that those in favor of unwarranted chang-
es in worship are in the majority in some situations, but this very
good advice from someone outside the church is appropriate in such
circumstances: “Never confuse the will of the majority with the
will of God.” It is imperative that we remember that worship is not
done to us, and it is not done for us, but it is done by us.

The Lordship of God and Christ
We will come nearer offering up acceptable worship to God
when we understand the greatness, the Lordship of God and Jesus.
When the Bible calls God or Jesus “Lord” it is using a word which
was one of authority, a word designating a master as opposed to a
slave. The word “Lord” is a one-word expression of complete devo-
tion, of reverence and adoration and submission.
David showed an understanding of the appropriate attitude
of those who would worship the Lord when he wrote in Psalm 89:7,
“God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be
held in reverence by all those around Him.”” The writer of Hebrews
also understood, saying that we are expected to *““serve God accept-
ably with reverence and godly fear”” (Hebrews 12:28).

Contemporary VS Traditional Worship Styles

Some in and out of the church are saying that “we cannot
reach modern man with the traditional style of worship.” The prob-
lem with that idea is that it is not the purpose of our worship to
“reach modern man.” We are to reach modern man with the Gos-
pel! We are to be trying to reach GOD with our worship! | be-
lieve that it is noteworthy that the New Testament nowhere indicates
that worship assemblies were or are for the purpose of attracting
unbelievers. The focus of acceptable worship is not the unbeliever,
but the Lord God Himself.
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There is nothing inherently right or wrong with either tradi-
tional or contemporary styles of worship. The problem with either
one is if and when it incorporates activities and intentions that are
not authorized by God’s Word! As we deal with worship styles and
related matters, it is very important that we remember the purpose
of worship and who is to please whom in worship.

Conclusion
In times like these, when there is so much confusion, con-
flict, and disagreement over a matter of such importance as worship,
it is critical that we understand that right is always right, and wrong
is always wrong, regardless of who or how many agree or disagree.
If God said it, that should settle it for all of us. Let us carefully and
prayerfully consider His Word on the matter.

Prayer = to Jesus, fo God,
to Either, Or to Both?

Over the past several years it has become increasingly more
common to hear men leading public prayers directed to Jesus, rather
than to God the Father. This practice has been most noticeable in
prayers relative to the observance of the Lord’s Supper. Prayers are
heard in which Jesus is the one being addressed, and yet those same
prayers are offered in the name of Jesus. Is it possible to pray both
to and through the same one? The purpose of this treatise is to give
attention to whether it makes a difference as to whom we address
our prayers.

Jesus was such a man of prayer that on at least one occasion
He was requested to give instructions on the subject. ““And it came
to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, one
of His disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John also
taught his disciples’ (Luke 11:1). The Lord’s response, found in
Luke 11:1-4 and Matthew 6:5-15, was what could well be called
“The Model Prayer.” He starts the lesson by telling His students to
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whom their prayers are to be addressed — ““Our Father in heaven....”
In this very first phrase Christ answers the question as to whom we
should pray — ““Our Father.”” Since this was a lesson on acceptable
prayer, would it not seem reasonable to think that Jesus would have
included the names of others who could be appropriately addressed in
prayer, if indeed that were acceptable? In Matthew 7:7-11 Jesus makes
it very obvious that prayer is to be directed to the Father. He makes no
mention of praying to Himself or to any other — only to the Father.

Paul had a clear understanding that God is the one to whom
prayer should be directed. He told the Christians of Rome, “First,
| thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is
spoken of throughout the whole world”” (Romans 1:8). He wrote
very similarly to the church at Colosse, “We give thanks to the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you™ (Co-
lossians 1-3). The apostle further instructed the Philippian Chris-
tians, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and sup-
plication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to
God” (Philippians 4:6). Please note that Paul consistently instructs
his readers to pray, not to Christ, not to Christ and God, not to Christ
or God, but simply to God. | have to believe that Paul would have
known and conveyed to his readers the information if indeed it were
acceptable to pray to anyone other than God the Father. Surely it is
significant that no such information is recorded.

Jesus definitely has a major role to play in the prayers of
Christians, but it is as an advocate, mediator, and high priest. The
apostle John wrote, “My little children, these things | write to you
that you not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitia-
tion for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world™
(1 John 2:1-2). Jesus taught, ““...that whatever you ask the Father
in My name He may give you™ (John 15:16). In John 16:23,24 He
also stated, “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most as-
suredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He
will give you. Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask
and you will receive, that your joy may be full.”” Thus, Jesus made
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it quite clear that we are to pray to the Father, and in the name of
Christ. Paul advocated that we are to give our thanks to the Father
through Christ (Colossians 3:17).

Let it be fully acknowledged that men leading public prayers
are subject to nervousness and occasional memory lapses, resulting
at times in their saying things that they did not really intend to say.
Allowances need to be made for some of this. However, we still
need to give advanced thought and preparation so that we do our
best to say what is appropriate and scriptural.

Elders (especially), preachers, and teachers — surely it
would be wise and fitting to provide teaching and training for men
before they are asked to lead the congregation in praying. Some
who are already regularly leading public prayers could profit from
such learning, as well.

In conclusion, Jesus is highly important in our prayers, not
as the one to whom we pray, but the one through whom we pray. We
are to pray to the same being to whom Jesus prayed — the Father.
Let us keep clearly in mind that Jesus is our brother, not our Father.
Brethren, please think on these things.

“Come, Let Us Reason Together”
(Isaiah 1:1-20)

The words of Isaiah and the other prophets were obviously
for the benefit of the people of their day, but they were much more
than that. Their words contained principles that have also been ap-
plicable and pertinent for all generations since.

The first verse of the text says, “The vision of Isaiah the son
of Amoz....” Through divine guidance and revelation, Isaiah was
made able to perceive the message that God wanted transmitted to
His people, and he delivered that message as if the Lord Himself
were speaking.

Jehovah testifies in verse two that He has cared for Judah as
a loving and devoted father. In spite of the fact that He loved them
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and provided for them as His children, their response was ingrati-
tude, and even disobedience and outright rebellion.

We see in verses five and six that these people were so de-
praved and impenitent that they are pictured as being sick and af-
flicted from head to foot. They stubbornly refused to forsake their
unrighteous ways. They were indeed a hopeless lot.

The Lord Reacts to Their Worship

Verses 11-15 constitute some of God’s most harsh state-
ments regarding false worship in the entire Old Testament. Judah’s
worship was no more than an abomination to the Lord!

Perhaps the Lord’s animosity reached its zenith when He
stated that His soul hated their disgusting excuse for worship (verse
14). We need to remember that this is the same God that John, in
1 John 4:8, 16, described as being the very personification of love!
But we see here that the God of love can become totally nauseated
by the conduct of His own chosen people!

The Remedy: REPENT

Fortunately for Judah, the Lord didn’t leave them, as it were,
dangling over the fires of Hell. In spite of all of His grave repri-
mands, His love for them is still there. This is seen in His plea in
verses 16-17 to turn away from their evil and from their pretense and
hypocrisy.

God specifies nine things in verses 16-17 that must be done
in order to make their lives acceptable in His sight. Even a rather
casual reading of these commands shows that acceptable worship
requires much more than just doing the right acts at the right time
and in the right manner when assembled for worship. We see here
that people only fool themselves when they think that they can live
carelessly and dishonorably through the week and then be able to
offer up acceptable worship in the worship assembly.

A Reasonable Solution Is Offered by Jehovah
After this severe reprimand to Judah, the Lord again displays
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His mercy and willingness to forgive penitent sinners. God entreats
His wayward children to accept His reasonable terms of pardon.
Thus, in verse 18, the loving Lord said, “Come now, and let us rea-
son together....”

The Lord proposes that they be reasonable and acknowledge
their sins and listen to His gracious offer to forgive them and accept
them back into His good graces.

What an impressive gesture He is making! He stresses to
them the awful contrast between purity and their sinfulness. Though
the contrast is tremendous, Jehovah is more than willing to make
them as pure as the snow.

The Choice Is Theirs

The Lord wills that all men be saved (2 Peter 3:9), but He
leaves it up to man to decide for himself, as He says in verses 19-20
of our text, “If you are willing and obedient....”

Thus we come to the end of the Lord’s effort here to call His
wayward people to reason. Isaiah concludes our text with the im-
pressive affirmation, “For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” The
Lord had spoken from the depths of His heart. In spite of all their
sins, He still longed for the salvation of His people.

Lessons for Today

Though originally for Judah, the words of this text are so
very pertinent for the church even today! Judah did not understand
that acceptable worship of a holy God can only come from holy
people. Now, what about us today? We have to realize that to offer
up worship that is acceptable to God we must approach Him with
*““clean hands and a pure heart...” (Psalm 24:4).

We each must be fully persuaded of these three things re-
garding worship: (1) that worship is to be offered by people whose
everyday lives depict a deep and sincere commitment to Christ; (2)
that worship is submitted to God for His acceptance and pleasure;
and (3) that we must not only possess this understanding ourselves
— it is imperative that we continually do our very best to help other
Christians to also understand this.
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May we never neglect to treat God in the manner which He
deserves. May we faithfully heed Him, honor Him, love Him, obey
Him, serve Him, thank Him, and worship Him.

Worship Reflections

“Going to church” has been called one of our greatest “spec-
tator sports.” Most honest observers would likely agree that this
assessment of worship is not far from true. Thus the idea being ad-
vanced is that worship in this present society is not something that
we do as worshipers, but rather something that is done for us in our
presence.

Definition of Wonrship

It quickly becomes essential that “worship” be defined. Our
English word comes from the earlier word “worth-ship.” The idea
inherent in this word is declaring or acknowledging the worth of
the object of our worship. The primary New Testament word for
worship is proskuneo, a Greek term meaning to “kiss the hand or
ground toward.” It is easy to see then that the idea is to bow down
or prostrate oneself. This leads to the understanding that worship is
a special means by which we show our reverence and adoration to
God. Temple had it right when he said, “To worship is to quicken
the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind with the
truth of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, to open
the heart to the love of God, to devote the will to the purpose of
God.” Psalm 95:6-7 provides an excellent example of the action
which springs forth from the heart of the true worshiper of God:
“Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the
Lord our Maker. For He is our God, and we are the people of His
pasture, and the sheep of His hand.”

Purpose of Worship
Worship is to be quite in contrast with much of the rest of life. In
our worship we are primarily to be givers, not getters. Our purpose
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should be to give our praise, love, and adoration to God. While we
will undoubtedly be blessed spiritually by offering up our worship
“in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24), that result is secondary to
what we give to God in our worship. The design of biblical worship
is to give to the Lord what is pleasing to Him, not to seek pleasure
for ourselves.

Worship Authority

It is absolutely imperative that everyone who wants to wor-
ship God realize the source of authority pertaining to what is accept-
able or unacceptable in worship. The Bible leaves no doubt — God
is the authority. From the very beginning of man’s existence, God
has made it clear what He wants and does not want in man’s wor-
ship, and the will of man is never given a voice in the matter. In
other words, we must never confuse the will of the majority with the
will of God, especially in the matter of worship. The Bible is full of
examples of men changing God’s rules for worship, and the results
were disastrous for those who violated His authority. John 4:23-24,
referred to above, makes very clear the matter of authority: *““But the
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to wor-
ship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship
in spirit and truth.”

The very first family in the existence of mankind had a seri-
ous problem with the fact that God has all authority. Adam and Eve
were disobedient in Eden, and were expelled from that paradise.
Then their son Cain disobeyed God in the matter of acceptable sac-
rifices, resulting in his paying the penalty the rest of his life.

A quick review of Exodus 32 brings to our memory the aw-
ful deeds of God’s people while Moses was away from them receiv-
ing the law from God. They too dared to change the worship of the
Lord from what He had commanded, and the results were devastat-
ing.

Leviticus 10:1-2 tells us that Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abi-
hu, took it upon themselves to reject God’s authority and His will,

124



and they substituted strange (profane) fire before the Lord. Such
action might not seem all that significant to us, but to God this was
a serious usurpation of His divine will and instructions! The Lord
was so displeased with their behavior and attitude that He caused
these disobedient worshipers to be consumed with fire!

We read in 1 Kings 12-14 of yet another illustration of men
purposely violating God’s law and changing various aspects of wor-
ship to suit themselves rather than God. King Jeroboam boldly made
many changes in the worship of the Lord, and God was exceedingly
angry. The Lord ultimately dispensed terrible punishment upon
Jeroboam for his defiance in the worship changes that he brought
about.

Many more examples could be listed which would further
illustrate the fact that our God is not willing to share His authority
with men. To violate His authority, including in acts of worship, is
a grave insubordination and is unacceptable.
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Section Nine

Truth and
Discipleship
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Discipleship

Because of the fact that the church is made up of human be-
ings, the church has its imperfections. This does not mean at all that
God intended for the church to be imperfect. If we succeeded in be-
ing exactly like God and Christ wants us to be, the church would not
have any weaknesses, any imperfections. From almost the very birth
of the church in the first century, of which we read in Acts chapter
two, problems have arisen. The human element has always been
very apparent. For example, in the church there has always been
a problem of apathy, indifference, lethargy, laziness — but actually
these terms do not designate the problem — they are the result of
the problem. The real problem is a lack of understanding of what is
involved in discipleship and the failure to be truly committed to that.

The word “disciple” means literally “a learner.” It comes
from another word meaning “to learn,” indicating the involvement
of thought accompanied by endeavor. Thus, it denotes one who fol-
lows someone’s teachings. A disciple was not only a pupil, he was
an adherent. Disciples are thus spoken of in the New Testament as
imitators of their teacher.

I like F. W. Farrar’s definition of a disciple. He described the
disciple of Christ as “one who believes His doctrines, rests upon His
sacrifice, imbibes His spirit, and imitates His example.”

With this brief background regarding the word “disciple”
before us, let’s now look at the terms of discipleship which were
laid down by Jesus Himself. (1) In Matthew 16:24 Jesus said that it
is necessary that His disciples deny themselves, take up their own
crosses, and follow Him. Surely self-denial must be the most diffi-
cult aspect of being a disciple of Jesus. The follower of Jesus is also
told that he/she must also be willing to follow the example of Jesus
in bearing his/her own cross of burdens and trials. (2) In addition,
in Luke 14:26 and following verses, Jesus states that one who would
be His disciple must hate his own family. The Lord certainly did not
intend for us to think that we must hate in the way that the word is
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usually used. “Hate” here has reference to the relative preference
for one thing over another. Our love for Him is to be so great that,
by comparison, our love for our family is as if it were hatred. (3)
Then in Luke 14:33 Jesus declares that the disciple must forsake
or renounce all. Christ accepts only those who are willing to place
serving Him above everything else in this life. These terms of dis-
cipleship are certainly demanding. Apparently discipleship is not
something which is to be taken lightly.

Becoming a disciple (or Christian) is one thing; being a dis-
ciple is another. In Luke 14:27 we learn that Jesus requires His
disciples to follow Him. What is involved in following Jesus?

A. Counting the cost (Luke 14:28-35; 2 Peter 2:20-22).

B. Sacwifice. Jesus demands first place. In Luke 5:11 they
left all. In Matthew 6:33 Jesus says to seek Him first.

C. Continuing in Christ's Word. In John 8:31,32
Jesus said, “If you continue in My word, then you are My
disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.” It should be obvious to all
that in order to continue in Christ’s Word we must first
of all know His Word. It should be no wonder then that
the Holy Spirit led Paul to instruct Timothy and us, “Be
diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).

D. Following in Christ’'s footsteps. Being a dis-
ciple of Jesus necessitates our following in His footsteps
as they lead us to:

The wilderness of temptation.
The house of worship.

Fields of service.

The mountain of prayer.

The garden of despair.

The cross of suffering.

The valley of death.

The throne of God.
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All who would be disciples of Jesus need to be assured that
the steps of Jesus do not end in the dark valley of suffering and
death, but rather they proceed into Heaven and to the very throne of
God (Revelation 3:21).

There are many different kinds of disciples in our world.
Some are disciples of Christ, but many are disciples of false gods
and of mere men. It is hoped that each one who calls himself/herself
a disciple of Jesus will take more care to follow in His footsteps.
True discipleship will change the world.

A True Hero of the Faith

The study of history has the potential for some very interest-
ing and enlightening information. To study history is to study the
lives of people who lived during that period of time. To study the
Bible likewise includes learning about the lives of the people who
make up the story of the Bible.

In studying the Bible, it is somewhat intriguing to note that
some of God’s greatest followers and servants have taken on a sort
of anonymity. In spite of their remarkable contributions to the cause
of the Lord, some remain largely unknown to us. We would do well
to consider the life and character of one such very noteworthy figure
from the pages of the New Testament.

One fact contributing to the lack of recognition for this per-
son is that his name appears only two times in all the Bible — in
Philippians 2:25 and again in Philippians 4:18. Epaphroditus was
his name, and his brief but extraordinary biography appears in Phi-
lippians 2:25-30.

In verse 25 we are introduced very quickly to the caliber
of character and commitment of Epaphroditus. Paul describes him
as his ““brother.”” The great apostle thus refers to Epaphroditus as
his equal. In Galatians 3:28 Paul had written, “There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male
nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” In his treatment
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of Epaphroditus, we see Paul practicing what he preached. In like
manner, Paul called him a “fellow worker”” and a “fellow soldier.”
They were not just companions, but they were workers. As a fellow
soldier, Epaphroditus exhibited bravery and dedication, willing to
sacrifice himself for the welfare of others.

Word of Epaphroditus’ illness reached the folks back home
in Philippi, but not the news of his recovery (verse 26). This servant
of Christ was less worried about his own critical illness than about
the anxiety that the news of his illness was causing to his friends and
loved ones back home. He practiced ““weep with those who weep”’
(Romans 12:15).

Epaphroditus nearly died for Christ and His church (verse
27)! Surely such examples as this ought to cause us today to stop
and think. Have we ever really suffered because of our service for
and commitment to Christ? What have we ever actually sacrificed
for Jesus? This godly man loved the Lord so much that he nearly
died trying to serve Him!

In reading both verses 25 and 28, we learn that in spite of
Epaphroditus’ great desire to return to Philippi, he was willing to
stay with Paul, but it was Paul who decided that this dear brother
and co-worker must go. Like his Lord, Epaphroditus put others
ahead of himself.

Verse 29 is certainly a joy to read. Here Paul is heaping
praise upon Epaphroditus, and rightly so. Paul advocates that this
man of God and others like him are deserving of the respect and
admiration of their fellow Christians.

As he closes this very brief tribute to his dear friend and
brother, Paul emphasizes once again the fact that Epaphroditus al-
most died in rendering service to Paul on behalf of the church at
Philippi. Paul wanted to assure the brethren back home that Epaph-
roditus was not a quitter, that he was not a shirker, but was a devoted
worker!

Paul was in prison, determined and dedicated, but lonely.
Just the presence of a friend or loved one in time of trouble or sick-
ness is a great source of comfort, and Epaphroditus was indeed such
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a one. He readily associated with and identified himself with Paul,
one who was very unpopular at the time, a convict, and one who was
no doubt regarded as a traitor by the Jews.

What a beautiful relationship there was between these two
wonderful disciples. Just try to imagine what the scene might well
have been like when Epaphroditus departed from Paul in prison
that day and headed out of Rome back to Philippi. Undoubtedly
there were tears of love and sorrow, much the same as Paul shared
with the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:36-38. Surely these two special
friends embraced one another, each one reluctant to let go of the
other. Can’t you just hear Paul’s encouraging words? “Take care of
yourself. Don’t worry about me. I’ll be alright.” In all likelihood,
expressions of gratitude flowed from the heart and tongue of Paul,
as well as a request for Epaphroditus to relay his greetings to various
ones at Philippi and his thanks to all of the church there.

Thus we come to the end of this all-too-brief account of the
life of a true servant of God. | do not know any family that has
named one of their children “Epaphroditus,” but we would be hard-
pressed to find a more worthy model for our children to imitate.

Digging Spiritual Holes

In Matthew 25:14-30 we read the parable of the talents. You
will remember that Jesus told of a certain master giving three ser-
vants different amounts of money, the amounts varying in relation
to the ability of each one. One was given five talents (or portions of
money), another was given two, and the third received one. If you
will recall, each of the first two servants wisely handled the master’s
money, even to the extent of doubling it.

But then, there was that fellow who had been given the one
talent. His handling of his master’s money resulted in no increase
whatsoever. Notice the master’s rebuke: “You wicked and slothful
(lazy) servant...”” The master later refers to this one as ““the unprof-
itable servant™ (verse 30).
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Question: What was it that the servant had done that was so
bad? Answer: Nothing — absolutely nothing. That was the prob-
lem. Instead of trying to make a profit for his master, he just went
out and dug a hole in the ground and buried the master’s money.

The master trusted them all; he placed his confidence in them.
He was giving them an opportunity to prove themselves worthy of
his faith in them. He didn’t stay there and look over their shoulders
to see if they were handling the situation just like he would do it.
Instead, he went away and gave them the opportunity to make their
own decisions.

Before leaving, the master let the servants know clearly what
he expected of them. There was no lack of instruction or communi-
cation. Each one could know just as well as the others exactly what
the master wanted him to do. All that was necessary was to pay at-
tention to what the master said before he left.

It is also noteworthy in verse 19 that it was only after “a
long time”” that the master returned and asked for an accounting by
each servant. He gave them ample time to do what was expected of
them. They were allotted sufficient time to start out wrong and end
up right — they had plenty of time to make some mistakes and still
correct their course of action and present an acceptable profit to the
master upon his return.

| believe the fact that the master was gone for ““a long time”’
is a definite indication that he did not expect or require significant
results immediately. It seems that he understood that things require
an adequate amount of time in order to be accomplished.

Even a rather casual reading of this parable shows that these
servants were not in competition with each other. The master had not
made a contest out of the situation. It was not a matter of who was
more adaptable than the others, but rather it was a matter of who was
faithful in following instructions and trying to do the will of the mas-
ter. The servant who received two talents of money received the same
praise and commendation as the one who had received five. They
deserved equal recognition — they had both done the same thing, that
is, they both did the best they knew how to do with what they had.
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The master did not require fantastic results. \erse 27 shows
that he would have been satisfied if the servant who was entrusted
with the one talent had just put the money in the bank and earned the
interest on it. That wouldn’t be much of a return now, and it would
not have been that much then either, but it would have at least been
an improvement over digging a hole in the dirt and depositing the
money there.

In verse 24 we read the report to the master by the servant
who buried the money. He said, ““I knew you to be a hard man...”
Obviously, this was only an excuse, not a fact. There is nothing in
the text to indicate that the master was hard or demanding, except
for the fact that he did demand obedience. There is no evidence of
harshness or unfairness on his part.

Jesus wants us all to see that He is portrayed by the master
in the story, and that we, as His followers, are the servants. Let’s be
sure to carefully read the parable with this in mind.

We can all be successful servants, stewards. Our Master is
not a hard taskmaster, but He has made it clear that “digging a hole”
and burying our spiritual talents will not be acceptable. He defi-
nitely is demanding that every servant of His be busy using his/her
talents in an effort to increase the size of the Master’s estate. May
all of us rejoice in our role as His servants and do our very best to
faithfully use what He as entrusted to us, and not bury it in fear of
failure. He wants us to succeed, and He has promised to help us be
successful.

Achieving Greatness

If asked to name a few of the great heroes of the Bible, men
and/or women who exhibited extraordinary faith and commitment,
most all of us would have little or no difficulty immediately thinking
of such famous Bible characters as Moses, Abraham, Noah, Ruth,
David, Esther, Peter, Paul, John the Baptist, Dorcas, and so on.
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However, we can quickly get ourselves into trouble when
we start trying to classify people or things in terms of their relative
importance. 1I’m a big-time fan of baseball, especially of the St.
Louis Cardinals. As an ardent baseball fan, I might be asked who |
think should rank as the five best baseball players of all time. There
is no way that I could answer that without there being tremendous
disagreement from other baseball fans. There are nearly 250 players
from years gone by who have been named to the Baseball Hall of
Fame, dating clear back to 1936, with several of those players hav-
ing played many years even prior to that. So, who would have the
audacity to say that he knows the identity of the five best of all time?
Add to that the fact that there are some really outstanding players
who are still playing, some of whom will undoubtedly be added to
the Hall of Fame later. In addition to that, there are many other very
talented players who very arguably should have been voted into the
Hall of Fame, but have not been. No, I couldn’t even begin to de-
cide just who I think should be classified as the five best players. Let
me mention, too, that | could name many players who were great,
who are even in the Hall of Fame, whose names would not even be
recognized by many people who are avid fans of baseball today.
The point is that there have been and are many great players, and
it is impossible to determine without any dispute just which ones
qualify as the very best.

We can experience the same kind of difficulty if we start try-
ing to identify the greatest of the followers of God from the begin-
ning until this present time. We could approach the subject by trying
to evaluate the greatness of all the characters of whom we read in
the Bible, but using such an approach could not even likely result
in a correct answer because of the fact that thousands and even mil-
lions of other disciples of the Lord have lived whose names are now
known to no one. Some of the great ones remain nameless as far
as we are concerned today, but that lack of knowledge on our part
should not in any way detract from their greatness.

Let’s make this quest for determining the greatest among
God’s people more current. 1f we were to ask ourselves about who
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we deem to be the greatest Christians that we either know personally
or know about, who would they be? Perhaps I am mistaken, but I
suspect that in a great many cases most of us would primarily think
in terms of well-known preachers and other church leaders of vari-
ous categories whose reputations have become more widespread
than most. Let us hasten to acknowledge that many of these might
very well be deserving of such recognition, but let’s also realize that
reputation and character are not the same thing. Let’s further un-
derstand that one can still render marvelous service in the kingdom
while humbly preferring to avoid being in a leadership role.

Greatness is not achieved in all realms by the same methods.
Most great athletes or scholars or artists became great in their field
because they also possessed a drive and a determination to excel.
However, greatness in Christianity doesn’t come from a deep inner
motivation to be the best. Rather, all who have attained greatness
in Christ have done so by emulating Jesus in emptying themselves
of themselves (Philippians 2:5-8), by becoming ““poor in spirit”
(Matthew 5), by doing and teaching the commandments of the Lord
(Matthew 5:19), and by serving others and giving of themselves
for the benefit of others (Matthew 20:26-28). Jesus clearly affirms
these as identifying marks of greatness.

All these words are intended to impress upon us the fact that
greatness is possible for every child of God. Hopefully, each and
every one of us will have our spirits boosted by the realization that
we all can be great in the eyes of that One who truly knows great-
ness when He sees it.

May the beloved Paul’s admonition be our constant guide
and source of enduring encouragement. May these words ever ring
in our ears and throb in our hearts: “Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians
15:58).
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Some Biblical Tears = Their Causes
and Lessowns

Throughout both the Old and New Testaments, mention is
made of numerous instances of the weeping of even faithful follow-
ers of God. Hopefully it will be helpful for us to take a look at just a
few instances of these tears, both of anguish and of joy, and then try
to draw some appropriate conclusions.

Hezekiah, agreatking of Judah, was informed by God through
Isaiah that he should “set his house in order” (2 Kings 20:1ff.), for
he was gravely ill and about to die. The king’s immediate response
was to pray to the Lord about his plight and to ask God to remember
his faithful service for the Lord. Then we read, ““And Hezekiah wept
bitterly”” (verse 3). God heard His noble servant, and He saw his
tears. Asaresult, the Lord extended Hezekiah’s life by fifteen years.

Jeremiah had long been known as “the weeping prophet™
because of his constant concern for the faithfulness of God’s people
and his deep remorse over their disobedience. God again warned
the people through His spokesman Jeremiah, and the prophet then
tells the people, ““But if you will not hear it, my soul will weep in
secret for your pride; my eyes will weep bitterly and run down with
tears, because the Lord’s flock has been taken captive™ (Jeremiah
13:17). Jeremiah was not just a messenger. His was not an attitude
of “take it or leave it.” He cared very deeply whether the people
“took™ it or “left” it.

In Luke 7:36-50 we read about a sinful woman who was
known for her life of sin, yet she was drawn to Jesus. She came
and stood behind Him as He was eating in a reclined position (as
was the custom of the day). As she stood there, she was overcome
with emotion, causing her to weep profusely, so much so that her
tears wet the Lord’s feet. Her love for the goodness and compassion
that she witnessed in Him produced a very touching scene, and she
wiped His feet, anointed them with perfume, and kissed them.
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Peter did just what Jesus had told him he would do — he
denied the Savior. Hopefully we recall how Peter reacted when he
came to realize what he had done. The bold, brazen apostle “went
out and wept bitterly” (Luke 22:62, also Matthew 26:75 and Mark
14:72), a testimony to the fact of his bitter shame and remorse.

The apostle Paul should be known as much for his love and
tenderness as his boldness. For example, he reminded the elders
from Ephesus in Acts 20:31, ““...and remember that for three years |
did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.” He also
sent this tender message to the church at Corinth: “For out of much
affliction and anguish of heart | wrote to you, with many tears, not
that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which
I have so abundantly for you™ (2 Corinthians 3:4).

The occasion is this: Jesus has come back to Jerusalem,
the city that He loves so and has pleaded with so much to repent
(Matthew 23:37; Lukel3:34). As He looks down over the city from
the Mount of Olives, He is reminded of their refusal to repent and
be saved from their sins. Luke then says, ““Now as He drew near,
He saw the city and wept over it (Luke 19:41). In spite of their
mistreatment of Him, He still cried because they were lost and
without hope.

What can we learn from all of these tears? (1) May we
be duly impressed with the fact that God does note the faithfulness
of His children, and that He does bless them, not necessarily with
extended life, but with those blessings which His wisdom calls for.
(2] May we learn to have a passionate concern, not just for our own
friends or congregation, but for all of God’s children, longing for all
of the church to honor Him. (3) May we learn that forgiveness of
our sins is indeed the most awesome gift imaginable, and that we
have nothing to offer in payment but our unending gratitude and
lifelong obedience. (4} May we learn that sin is a disgrace, and
that it should result in an intense feeling of shame and a dramatic
determination to repent and obey. (5] May we learn to love the
church to the extent that we hurt when any part of it is in pain, and
to the extent that we would willingly suffer personal loss for the
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benefit of the church. (6] May we learn to care so much for the
lostness of individuals, cities, nations, and the world that we are
unable to keep from shedding tears.

Lord, please help Your people to learn these lessons.

The Call of Jesus

Jesus always made clear the demanding terms and the costli-
ness of being His disciple. Nothing has changed — He still calls
people the same way. Please notice the honest, forthright call of Je-
sus: “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, take up
his cross, and follow Me”” (Matthew 16:24, Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23).

“If any man will”

Jesus immediately makes it clear that man has a definite part
to play in this call. Man must have a desire to follow Jesus. Follow-
ing Jesus is a matter of choice — it most certainly is God’s will, but
the decision is left to us to make. Peter admonished the multitude on
the day of Pentecost, ““Save yourselves from this perverse genera-
tion” (Acts 2:40). Later Paul told the Philippians to ““work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling™ (Philippians 2:12).

It is noteworthy that Jesus speaks of any man following
Him. Every individual who desires to follow Jesus can do so, but
all must comply with the same requirements — there are no excep-
tions, no favorites.

“Come after Me”

Surely, if we desire to ““come after” Jesus, we will under-
stand that we will be required to comply with His orders. This
means that we cannot ignore His words in favor of the words of
anyone else. Those who are truly pointing men to Jesus will of
necessity also be pointing them to His words. The Lord spoke of
some who were among the spiritual leaders in His day — “And in
vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of
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men” (Matthew 15:9). In essence, Jesus was saying that folks are
only fooling themselves when they choose to ignore what He says
in favor of what they might prefer.

“Let him deny himself”

This phrase has also been translated “he must say ‘no’ to
self;”” ““he must leave self behind;”” ““he must give up all right to
himself.”

| believe that it is significant that the first thing that Jesus said
is necessary in following Him is self-denial. He knew the difficulty
of denying self, and He knew that without denying self we can never
put Him first in our life. Paul came to a thorough understanding of
this principle. In Philippians 3 he writes of his past accomplish-
ments in the Jewish religion, but then he states, “But what things
were gain to me, these | have counted loss for Christ. But indeed
| also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all things,
and count them as rubbish, that | may gain Christ™ (verses 7 and 8).
Please also consider Paul’s words in Philippians 1:21 and Galatians
2:20.

“And take up his cross”

Even after the Roman soldiers compelled Simon of Cyrene
to carry Jesus’ cross the rest of the way to Calvary, Jesus contin-
ued to carry the unseen cross that was His greatest burden. Isaiah
foretold, “The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all”” (Isaiah
53:6). Peter said that Jesus *““Himself bore our sins in His own body
on the tree” (1 Peter 2:24). John declared that Jesus *“is the propitia-
tion (the atonement, that which appeases) for our sins; and not for
ours only, but for the sins of the whole world™ (1 John 2:2). William
F. McDowell had it right then when he said, “The cross was not
heavy because of the wood, but because of the world.”

But Jesus never asks us to bear His cross, rather He says that
we must bear our own cross. The cross was an instrument of death,
and Jesus says to those who would be His followers, “You must
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take up your cross; you must die to self.” He sums it up with these
words, “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is
not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses
his life for My sake will find it (Matthew 10:38,39).

“Daily”

Only Luke records the fact that Jesus stipulated that His fol-
lowers are to bear their cross daily. True discipleship is consistent,
regular, faithful. There is never any hint that Jesus will accept
anything other than full-time, full-fledged commitment. Follow-
ing Jesus involves putting Him first and serving Him from the heart
every day.

The time will come when there will be no more crosses to
bear, but crowns to wear. Hopefully we can bear our cross with the
constant realization that our burdens of service and submission are
light in comparison with what Jesus has borne for us. May we con-
tinually press on to the finish line of this race, being confident of the
victor’s crown that awaits all who run with patience the entire race.
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Let me introduce you to....

THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL

116-page quarterly magazine published in English, Spanish,
Telugu and Tamil for the use of Churches of Christ. . .

Sections

God
Evidences
The Word of God
Doctrine to Live By
The Church
Daily Christian Living
The Christian Home
Christianity in Action
Salvation
Textual Studies
Charts and Outlines
Bible Questions
Poems and Writings
= Humor
Seeing '
With the vy Features
i From the Heart of...

Each issue features a
specific nation, or work of
the church, with an appro-
priate photograph on the
front cover, secular and
spiritual information about
the nation on the back
cover, and history and fea-
ture articles in the section,
“From the Heart of . . .”




How you can use....
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THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL

Give a copy to each family in the congregation, and encourage
that they be used for personal study and family devotionals.

Use them in your personal work, in Spanish work.

Leave them with the sick at the hospital or in their homes.

Put them in the public reading racks in the hospitals, doctors’
offices, barber shops, beauty parlors, and so on.

Give them to the workers at banks, post offices, and restaurants.
Share them with the businesses in your area.

Encourage the business people in the congregation to take
copies to give to their customers.

Send a bundle to your missionaries.

For $700.00 per quarter we will send your missionary 500 per-
sonalized copies. On the front inside cover we will print that
missionary’s name and address, along with the addresses of
local congregations and other information pertaining to the
meetings, the offering of Bible correspondence courses, and
other services, to fill the page.

Send them to mission fields here in the States.

Subscriptions can be sent to individuals as gifts for birthdays,
anniversaries, and other special occasions.

Individual pages of THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL
will fit nicely in local church bulletins. It is not copyrighted, so
we encourage its use in this way also.

Let me share a letter we received recently from a brother

who is currently living in Moscow:

“Just received the latest Voice of Truth International and I'm

so excited about how well you folks did on this issue I can hardly
contain myself. The articles, typography, layout and photos/draw-
ings are of extraordinary quality. Also, it was an inspired idea to
focus on the church in a particular country in each issue. Haven’t
read all the articles yet, but the writing and thinking in each one
I’ve read are extremely well done.”



We Are Calling for Your Help Now!
It is Urgent!!!

“I am a Christian, preaching and teaching the word of God
to others. I have one of your books here, entitled Bible Themes,
which I have read for almost 6 times. I have no other book to read
apart from the Bible. Please, I kindly request for more books that
you may have at the moment — even second-hand books I will ap-
preciate very much. Martin Mazzai (from Zambia)”

Brethren, are you listening? We are getting many calls from our
brethren in Africa and Asia, begging for THE VOICE OF TRUTH IN-
TERNATIONAL and other books. Those people are starved for Christian
literature. Will we hear them or will we deny them the spiritual food they
crave? Itis up to you.

With our editions in English, Spanish, (Telugu and Tamil in India),
we are printing 60,000 to 70,000 copies of this quarterly magazine, but our
goal is to reach 100,000 copies of each issue (we wish it could be a million
or more!). We can print and ship one box of 35 copies to a foreign address
for approximately $35.00, providing literature for 35 people. If you send
$35.00 a month, covering the cost of 12 boxes a year or 3 per quarter — 420
magazines — you will be enabling 420 X 10 people to read 112 pages of
Gospel message in a year. That’s 4200 people you can be instrumental in
teaching with this small contribution and small effort on your part! Think
of the good that would do! Surely, most individuals and congregations can
spare that much for the spreading of the Gospel.

The world cannot get better without the guidance of God’s Word.
Please help us to have the funds to send THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTER-
NATIONAL to those who are asking for it.

To help with this particular need, please send your checks to

THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL
P.O. Box 72, Winona, MS 38967
To speed up your announcement that you want to help, call us at
662-283-1192 or send your E-Mail to Choate @ WorldEvange-
lism.org. Check our websites at WorldEvangelism.org; Gos-
pelGazette.com, and VoiceOfTruth-International.com.



Tracts! Tracts! Tracts!

Ane ﬂwkmg bon tools bor neaching
it to othors with the Gospel?

Baptism by Roger Dickson: ~ The Day the Sun Went Out
64-page, 4 X 6, book with illus-  (Forever) by Don Petty:
trations, beautifully explaining 32-page, 4 X 5.5 booklet, verbaliz-
the design and purpose of bap-  jng the events, emotions and

tism. $1.50 each effects of the last day. $.75 each

Our co-worker, Louis Rushmore, has written two excellent
tracts. The quad-fold format of “The One True Church of the
Bible” is outlined points with scripture references, and a chart
showing the dates, founders and origins of major denominational
groups. lt is very concise and informative. “The First Church”
is tri-fold and is a brief review of the beginning of the church of Christ, its biblical characteristics,
the historical apostasy, and the biblical warnings of departure from Scripture. Both tracts are avail-
able for 10 cents per copy. If 500 copies are ordered, the church’s address and contact informa-
tion can be printed on the back cover.

Give away a unique tract: a facsimile of a
One-Million-Dollar-Bill! The front is stun-
ning; the back gives the priceless plan of salva-
tion. People will take the time to look at this.
35 Cents each; 3 for $1.00; $30.00 per 100
bills.

The Church of the Bible by J.C. Choate:
A classic, basic, 13-lesson study clearly identi-
fying the church of Christ. Companion volumes
are The Gospel of Christ and New
Testament Worship. $1.50 each, with
code “outreach” for discount from regular price.

We are not in the publishing business as a “business” but as a service, to provide inexpen-
sive tools for evangelism. We offer numerous study books to WBS teachers, jail ministries, and
other outreach efforts at $1.50 per copy, which is often below our printing cost. One of our most
acclaimed books is The Church of the Bible, a thirteen-lesson study with questions at the end of
each chapter. Many have been converted to the truth through this little orange book! Order from:

J.C. Choate Publications, P.O. Box 72, Winona, MS 38967, 662-283-1192
Check the “bookstore” on our website: WorldEvangelism.org

Full-color tracts you can use, for only 10 cents each!

What Kind of Music

Doces God Want

Available NOW! 76 new pocket-sized tri-fold tracts on Biblical
subjects, designed for those without a background in Bible, others
dealing with doctrinal questions, and others for Christian growth.



